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Oh, My
Heavens

Check out the dazzling  
displays at planetariums  

around the state

FOOD FESTS     
ARE EVERYWHERE

WHERE EXACTLY     
IS WEST TEXAS?

COMMUNING WITH    
A TODDLER
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Our nationwide team of mobility experts is committed to helping you 
find and customize the mobility scooter that perfectly suits your lifestyle.

HOME AND SHOWROOM
DEMONSTRATIONS AVAILABLE.

CALL NOW: (972) 457-2199

Everyday Freedom
Mobility scooters keep you 
independent, making daily life 
easier and more enjoyable. 
From errands to visiting friends, 
they help you stay active and 
connected. Mobility scooters 
open new opportunities and let 
you enjoy life your way.

Life Without Limits
Folding mobility scooters offer 
a lightweight, compact design 
that fits in car trunks, on planes, 
and  cruises. They are easy to 
store and perfect for travel 
and everyday use. Whether 
exploring new places or handling 
errands, folding scooters provide 
convenience, independence, and 
the freedom to go anywhere.

The ATTO SPORT 
folding travel scooter 
delivers a perfect 
blend of style, 
innovation, and 
performance. It is 
designed for those who 
value independence 
and sophistication

Compact Convenience
The ATTO SPORT transforms 
effortlessly from a full-sized 
scooter to a compact trolley in 
seconds, making it perfect for 
travel, quick storage, and easy 
transport wherever life takes you.
Effortless Portability 
The ATTO SPORT’s innovative 
design separates into two 
lightweight parts, with the 
heaviest weighing only 37 
lbs. It's easy to lift, store, and 
transport in the trunk of a car.

Unmatched Comfort
The ATTO SPORT has an 
ergonomic and adjustable seat 
and handlebars, crafted to ensure 
a smooth ride every time, even 
on longer journeys.

Sleek and Stylish
The ATTO SPORT redefines 
mobility with a sporty, elegant 
design that looks as great as it 
feels. Its modern aesthetic and 
3-wheel agility let you navigate 
tight spaces, and it is equipped 
with electronic stability control 
for added safety on descents 
and turns.

Airline Approved Battery 
The ATTO SPORT is equipped 
with a TSA-approved battery. 
Its compact size and optional 
split mode make it the only 
mobility scooter that can fit in the 
aircraft's overhead compartment.

Reliable for Every Adventure
With a driving range of up to 
12.5 miles (extendable to 25 
miles with the XL battery), a 
6.2 MPH top speed, a weight 
capacity of 300 lbs, flat-free, 
shock-absorbing tires, and 4-inch 
ground clearance, it is ideal for 
air travel and outdoor exploration 
and built for longevity.

Front and Rear Lights
ATTO SPORT’s powerful front and 
rear LED lights enable riding in 
dark conditions.

It's Never Too Soon
Time waits for no one, so why 
should you? There’s no better 
time to reclaim your mobility 
and make the most of every 
moment.

Don’t wait! Call now and 
buy your ATTO SPORT 
and receive a free front/
rear basket and phone 
holder, a $184 value.

Folds in 3 seconds
rolls like a trolley 

suitcase

Splits into two 
lightweight parts for 

easy lifting

Lightweight design 
makes lifting effortless

Why Choose Movinglife?
 Free in-home demos
 Exceptional service 
 Flexible payment plans
 Expert Technicians 
 Multi-location service  

  network

 Industry's most    
  comprehensive warranty
 Personalized solutions
 Trusted by 60,000+ users 
 Global showrooms & 

   service in 62 countries

The most lightweight and 
stylish folding mobility scooter 
is redefining independence

Whether exploring 
abroad or handling 
your daily routine, 
the ATTO SPORT 
keeps you moving.
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the dozens of locally grown products 
celebrated at street festivals.
Illustration by Jim Starr

Making Space 
for Everyone
Light pollution blotting out 
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planetarium.
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Among  
the Trees

FINISH THIS 
SENTENCE
When I was a kid ...

 Tell us how you would finish that 
sentence. Email your short responses 
to letters@TexasCoopPower.com or 
comment on our Facebook post. Include 
your co-op and town.

Here are some responses to our  
July prompt: Need a hobby? Learn to …

Volunteer in your community.
D E E D E E  S I M P S O N 
C E C A 
C I S C O

Appreciate and utilize all that the state 
parks have to offer.
K I T  VA U G H N  
P E D E R N A L E S  E C  
L I B E R T Y  H I L L

Do tai chi. It will make you want to be a 
better person.
M A R Y  B U S E M A N 
C O S E R V 
L E W I S V I L L E

Sign language—or any language.
C R I S T I  S W I N N E Y  
TAY L O R  E C 
T R E N T

Letterboxing: a secretive treasure hunt 
activity that combines hiking, puzzle 
solving and stamp carving.
S T E V E  YAT E S 
P E D E R N A L E S  E C 
W I M B E R L E Y 

Visit our website to see more responses.

Big Jake, the mascot 
of the Texas State 
Forest Festival, 
demonstrates ax 
throwing.

currents

W H E N  T H E  F O U R- DAY  Texas State Forest Festival kicks off September 17 in 
Lufkin, it continues a tradition that began in 1938. The event, in the heart 
of the Pineywoods, features a variety of activities, including a carnival, 
barbecue competition, music and chain saw carving.

In 2022, Texas sawmills produced enough lumber to make two-by-fours 
that could reach the moon and back.

Did you know? Texas has 59 million acres of forestland, more than any 
other state except Alaska. About 93% of that is privately owned.

 Contests and More
$500 RECIPE CONTEST 
Lemony Delights

FOCUS ON TEXAS PHOTOS 
Barns

RECOMMENDED READING
Learn about William Johnson McDonald, the 
eccentric banker who funded the McDonald 
Observatory in West Texas against his family’s 
wishes. Find our story from December 2020 
on our website.

ENTER
ONLINE

Hair Apparent  
Only five elected American Presidents—
John Adams; John Quincy Adams, right; 
Martin Van Buren; James Garfield; and 
Dwight Eisenhower—were bald or  
balding. Considering that 85% of men 
suffer hair loss by age 50, that’s perhaps 
an astonishing record. Something to think 
about on National Bald is Beautiful Day, 
September 13.
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 W R I T E  T O  U S
letters@TexasCoopPower.com

Editor, Texas Co-op Power 
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor
Austin, TX 78701 

Please include your electric co-op and town. 
Letters may be edited for clarity and length.

 Texas Co-op Power

Spotting His Critters
My mom and I recently visited a friend  
in Santa Fe, New Mexico. I think we ran 
into Jeffie Brewer’s Orange Cat on an  
art walk [A Big Leap From Doodles,  
July 2026]. Now I know the artist’s  
story. How fun!

Lisa King
Pedernales EC 
Austin

Our regional bike trail network in east- 
central Illinois has commissioned  
several sculptures to place alongside  
the trails. People love them and even  
set their routes by the distance between 
critters. There are designated “critter 
loops” riders enjoy.

Thanks, Jeffie, for making our rides 
more fun and whimsical.

Betsy Carlson-Ward
Via Facebook

Historic Washout
I remember that Houston Astros rainout 
because I was at home waiting for my 
dad to come home from work while lis-
tening to what was supposed to be the 
start of the game on the radio [Currents, 
Under the Weather, June 2026]. They 
announced the game was called, noted 
the historic nature of the event and Dad 
didn’t get home until about 11 p.m.

Michael Knight
Via Facebook

Artifact No-No’s
As an archaeology steward for the Texas 
Historical Commission, I feel it important 
to remind readers that in the state of 
Texas, it’s illegal to search for and recover 
artifacts—be they projectile points or 
stone tools—on private property without 
permission and on public lands at all, ever 
[He Kept Digging, May 2026]. 

The penalties can be severe, including 
imprisonment. Readers can research this 
topic on THC’s website.
 
Françoise Wilson 
Central Texas EC
Gillespie County 

J U LY  2 0 2 6   A Big Leap From Doodles

 “�I probably have the only one 
of Jeffie Brewer’s works in  
San Angelo. It survived a 
wildfire while being relocated 
from Alto, New Mexico, to 
Lubbock.”
R O B I N  L O N G  
C O N C H O  VA L L E Y  E C 
S A N  A N G E L OA
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THIS PAGE The wonders of 
the night sky are always 
accessible at the Burke Baker 
Planetarium in Houston.

OPPOSITE ,  FROM TOP With more 
than a dozen planetariums 
around the state, visitors have 
access to celestial sites that 
can stir the imagination. Burke 
Baker was one of the first 
planetariums in Texas when  
it opened in 1964.

B Y  M E L I S S A  G A S K I L L  •  P H O T O S  B Y  T I F F A N Y  H O F E L D T

MAKING 

SPACE 
FOR EVERYONE
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B Y  M E L I S S A  G A S K I L L  •  P H O T O S  B Y  T I F F A N Y  H O F E L D T

Light pollution blotting  
out the stars? Head to  
your local planetarium

In the 1950s, Harlingen Air Force Base used 
a domed planetarium building to teach pilots navigation 
by the stars. When the base closed in 1962, the building 
was donated to what is now the University of Texas Rio 

Grande Valley, and it eventually fell into disrepair. 
But in 2008, H-E-B funded renovations that added a digital 

projector system and, in 2012, a new dome. Now regular 
folks of all ages can visit and get a front-row seat to the stars 
in Edinburg.

“H-E-B asked that it be free and open to the public,” says 
Christian Hernandez, program specialist at the UTRGV 
planetarium. “They wanted to inspire a new generation, 
and I think they made good on that desire.”

The Milky Way shines high above in September, with the 
constellation Pegasus rising in the east. Venus will be bright 
in early evening, with Jupiter most visible at dawn. But if it’s 
cloudy or you live near a big city or industry, you won’t be 
able to see any of it.

At a planetarium, you can enjoy these constellations and 
planets as well as other astronomical wonders from a comfy 
chair with no worries about light pollution from cities or 
satellites, cloudy skies, heat or cold, bugs, or the hard ground. 
And in Texas—with at least 15 permanent planetariums 

across the state—chances are good that there’s one just down 
the road from you and with technological advances you 
might not expect.

Space Over Time
The first modern planetarium opened in Munich, Germany, 
in 1925, displaying 4,500 stars and the planets of our solar 
system. Five years later, the first facility in the U.S., the Adler 
Planetarium, opened in Chicago. More quickly followed in 
Philadelphia, Los Angeles and New York City. Texas got its 
first, Fort Worth’s 40-foot-diameter Noble Planetarium, in 
1955, and soon Houston and Abilene had their own.

Planetarium popularity soared after the Soviet Union’s 
Sputnik 1 satellite launched in 1957 and during the 1960s 
race to the moon. These days, as artificial light drowns out 
more of the night sky, folks flock to planetariums to see what 
they’re missing outside.

Those early planetariums used mechanical star projectors 
that beamed light through slides patterned with tiny holes to 
depict celestial bodies on a domed ceiling. Gears and motors 
simulated the movements of stars and planets, creating 
astonishingly realistic night skies.

Such machines, made by Zeiss, a German company that 
produced the original Munich projector, and Pennsylvania-
based Spitz Laboratories, which developed its first system in 
the 1940s, remain in use at many planetariums. 

But now most facilities have digital projector systems that 
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Sunset at the Burke 
Baker Planetarium, 
where, indoors, it can 
always be nighttime.

blend multiple high-resolution images into an uninter-
rupted scene covering the entire dome. These systems can 
produce the likenesses of millions of stars and extremely 
detailed 3D objects and events in deep space. Advances in 
sound and control systems and improved dome surfaces 
help make planetarium experiences even more immersive 
and realistic.

For example, the Stephen F. Austin State University Plane-
tarium in Nacogdoches, which opened in 2018, features a 
state-of-the-art 4K Digistar system, says Director Dan Bruton. 

Abilene’s Morgan Jones Planetarium upgraded in 2004 
from its original Spitz Star Projector to a digital projector, 
says Jason Barber, planetarium director, and in 2019, it 
installed a laser system.

“With modern projectors, you can go into the stars, you can 
model the entire Milky Way,” Barber explains. “It’s kind of like 
a video game, but the shape of a dome creates a 3D effect,  
so you feel like you’re there. It’s like being in a spaceship.” 

Beyond Space
Nowadays, planetarium experiences go well beyond tours  
of the night sky, popular as those are. You can fly visually 
through space and time and view immersive films about the 
Great Barrier Reef, dinosaurs or Mars. Experience a laser 
light show set to music from artists like Pink Floyd, Queen 
and Taylor Swift.  

The H-E-B Planetarium in South Texas shows 
educational films about space, Hernandez says,  
and others just for entertainment. 

Bruton says SFASU designed its planetarium to 
connect the university with its East Texas commu-
nity and make science accessible and engaging for 
all ages. Astronomy students at the university keep 
track of what’s currently visible in the sky—perhaps 
a constellation, planet or comet—and program the 
Digistar system to show it. Immersive shows include 
Dark Universe, which explores dark matter, dark 

energy and the structure of the universe, and Antarctica, a 
dive into one of the most extreme environments on Earth. 

Abilene presents monthly public shows, and Barber’s 
favorite is one produced by the European Southern Observa-
tory in Chile, called Unveiling the Invisible Universe. It uses 
actual time-lapse imagery of stars, not a computer model,  
he says. Another, Messengers of Time and Space, shows how 
astronomers use land-based telescopes along with space-
based facilities like NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope, 
currently orbiting the sun 1 million miles away from Earth, 
and Hubble, circling 300 miles above Earth since 1990. 

“Planetariums give people a sense of perspective,” Her-
nandez says. “It’s one thing to talk about the scale of the 
universe, but that 360-degree dome screen does an amazing 
job of letting you feel it. Watching a film about searching for 
the edge of the solar system, it really hits you how big the 
solar system is. 

“Films that go into the universe, dark holes and cosmic 
matter really put into perspective that we are a blue dot in  
a grand tapestry of planets and stars. It’s an important and 
humbling experience.”

Bruton agrees. “Under the dome, phenomena that can seem 
abstract or distant become tangible and awe-inspiring. It’s  
like a time machine, looking back at how the universe was.” 

So grab one of those comfy chairs at your local planetar-
ium. You’re bound to have a stellar experience. D

“�Under the dome, phenomena 
that can seem abstract or  
distant become tangible  
and awe-inspiring. It’s like a 
time machine, looking back  
at how the universe was.”
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THE WRIGHT BROTHERS
In 1903, the Wright brothers achieved the 
fi rst powered, sustained, and controlled 
airplane fl ight in Kitty Hawk, NC. Two years 
later, they surpassed their own milestone 
when they built and fl ew the fi rst fully 
practical airplane.

SEAPLANE ADVENTURE TO DRY TORTUGAS 
SHORE EXCURSION    KEY WEST, FL
Seventy miles west of Key West, Florida lies one 
of North America’s most inaccessible National 
Parks–Dry Tortugas. The park is renowned for 
its marine life, pirate legends, and sheer 
unspoiled beauty. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S ESTATE  
SHORE EXCURSION    MOUNT VERNON, VA
One of the nation’s most iconic homes, Mount 
Vernon offers a glimpse into 18th-century life 
through its beautiful gardens and grounds as 
well as intriguing museum exhibits honoring 
George Washington’s life and legacy. 

HISTORIC SAVANNAH TROLLEY EXPLORATION 
SHORE EXCURSION    SAVANNAH, GA
Experience a fully narrated journey aboard the Old Town 
Trolley, featuring open-air seating ideal for capturing 
memorable photos. Along the way, expert conductors share 
engaging stories, landmarks, and over 270 years of history 
from Georgia’s First City. As your exploration brings the 
past to life across more than 100 points of interest, you will 
discover Savannah’s rich legacy and timeless charm.

FORT MASSACHUSETTS    SHIP ISLAND, MS
Fort Massachusetts is a historic brick fort located 
on West Ship Island, Mississippi. It was built by 
the U.S. government in the mid-1800s as part of a 
coastal defense system following the War of 1812. 

NAVAL ACADEMY
SHORE EXCURSION 
ANNAPOLIS, MD
Explore the academy’s 
historic grounds with 
our expert guide and 
experience “life on the 
yard.” Witness the noon 
meal formation and take 
in breathtaking views of 
the campus.

CRUISE CLOSE TO HOME®     9 UNIQUE ITINERARIES      8 TO 16-DAY ADVENTURES

SOUTHEAST U.S. CRUISES

REQUEST A FREE BROCHURE     800-459-2596
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B Y  P A M  L E B L A N C  •  I L L U S T R AT I O N S  B Y  J I M  S TA R R

The good times just mushroom  
when small-town festivals  

celebrate local produce

sampled mushroom-flavored soda, chatted  
with the author of a book about toadstools,  
admired a roomful of fungus photographs and 
learned a little about mushroom farming. But  
the real magic of the Texas Mushroom Festival 
occurred when I watched a crowd form outside  
a tent serving portobello mushroom tacos.  

Was I really still in Texas?
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A quick glance at the boots- and hat-wearing folks surround-
ing me as I strolled the courthouse square in Madisonville 
assured me I hadn’t wandered off course. This city of 4,400, 
located 40 miles northeast of Bryan, is home to one of several 
farms operated by California-based Monterey Mushrooms, 
and in 2005, the Texas Legislature named it the official 
Mushroom Capital of the Lone Star State. 

Madisonville clearly loves fungus, and its annual celebra-
tion draws mobs of mycophiles.

The Texas Mushroom Festival is one of dozens of street 
festivals around the state that celebrate local produce and 
growers. You can toast tomatoes in Jacksonville, salute straw-
berries in Poteet and Pasadena, honor onions in Weslaco, 
praise peaches in Stonewall and Weatherford, recognize rice 
in Winnie—and a whole lot more. 

Many of the events have deep roots in Texas, which is 
known as a leading producer of specialty crops such as 
pecans, sweet potatoes, blueberries, watermelons and  
citrus. Each has its own quirky traditions.

The Texas Citrus Fiesta in Mission, which started in 1932 
as a nod to the Rio Grande Valley’s winter harvest of grape-
fruit and oranges, has long included a style show featuring 
elaborate gowns made from citrus leaves, stems, fruit and 
peels that have been pulverized, dehydrated, blended and 
microwaved. 

Visitors race to see how many tomatoes they can peel—
using only their teeth—at the Jacksonville Tomato Fest. 
Growers compete to see who can bring the best price for 
their harvest during the auction at the Poteet Strawberry 
Festival. The Texas Onion Fest in Weslaco draws more than 
25,000 attendees, all who come to celebrate the sweet Texas 
1015 onion, the state vegetable of Texas, named for its sug-
gested planting date of October 15. 
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With all that to choose from, I couldn’t resist the idea of 
spending a fall day in a small town, focusing on something 
that grows from a microscopic spore into one of nature’s 
most perfect pizza toppings.

The Texas Mushroom Festival officially began in 2001 
under a single tent, with a few vendors, a sole musician  
and about a dozen fungus-themed T-shirts. This year’s 
event, set for October 17, is expected to draw between  
10,000 and 15,000 visitors and 150 vendors. The day starts 
with the Shiitake 5K Run and includes such attractions  
as a quilt show, an automobile showcase, beer and wine 
tasting, live music, a kids’ zone, silent auction, and mush-
room picking contest. 

“It just kind of sparked into this monster,” says festival 
director (and confirmed mushroom lover) Dennum Hudson, 
who was watching the action at last year’s event from a  
sidewalk at the edge of the square, where she waxed poetic 
about edible fungus. “I love mushrooms any way—fried, 
grilled, sautéed, raw. And we have lots of pickled mush-
rooms here as well.”

But mushrooms are an acquired taste for some. A few 
minutes after arriving at the festival on a muggy October 
afternoon, I spotted Miss Mushroom, Allie Brewer of 

Centerville. The 20-year-old pageant winner, wearing a 
bedazzled silver crown, a rose-colored shirt, gold sandals and 
a red sash, confessed she doesn’t much like them. 

“But I’d be up for trying some of them for sure,” she added 
quickly. Then she showed me her finds from a few laps 
through the festival’s mushroom market—a pair of earrings, 
a shirt and a lavender lemonade snow cone.

Next, I wandered over to the Monterey Mushroom tent, 
where white, thumb-shaped shrooms sprouted from a 
mound of soft, dark soil. The farm’s growing manager, 
Armando Juarez, told me that the company’s local facility, 
located about 5 miles south of town, grows white, portobello 
and specialty mushrooms such as shiitake and oyster. It also 
makes dried mushrooms. In all, the facility produces more 
than a half-million pounds of the fleshy, spore-bearing 
fruits of fungus each week.

“They’re extremely healthy,” he told me, noting that mush-
rooms contain vitamin D and potassium. They’re also low in 
calories and rich in fiber.

I learned a few other facts about mushrooms at the festival. 
Besides coming in handy for cooking—and dang, those por-
tobello tacos were tasty—they’re used for medicinal purposes 
and have been for thousands of years. 

asher pitching, mutton bustin’ and a full-blown 
rodeo are part of the action at the Stonewall Peach 

JAMboree, which also features peach pit spitting and 
peach eating contests. And at the Luling Watermelon 

Thump, which dates to 1954, visitors can pucker up for 
the watermelon seed spitting contest or square off in an 

(impressively messy) watermelon eating competition. 
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At its booth, Viking Farms, based in nearby Normangee, 
was selling an array of tinctures that purport to ease symp-
toms of menopause, improve mental clarity and boost 
recovery from injury. It also was selling a colorful lineup of 
gourmet mushrooms used for cooking, including pink and 
blue oysters, black pearl kings, shiitakes, and lion’s manes, 
which look more like softball-sized pompoms than some-
thing you’d toss in a sauté pan.

I also learned that unless you’re making soup or a liquid-
based one-pot meal, you don’t have to wash mushrooms. 
That just makes the caps slimy. Instead, brush off any dirt 
and wipe them with a damp paper towel.

At another booth I sampled mushroom coffee, which I  
can only describe as “earthy.” (I’ll stick to hot tea, thanks.)  
I perused a display of mushroom honey, a rack of mushroom 
jerky and bottles of mushroom kombucha. One vendor  
peddled energy shots made with a root-like fungal structure 
called mycelium, which looks like a wad of unspooled thread. 

I chatted with Alisha Gabriel, author of the picture book 
Fungi Are … More Than Mushrooms, and spent a few minutes 
listening to singer Wade Phillips belt out a few numbers next 
to the courthouse steps. 

That’s a lot of mushroom madness. 
I ended my day at the Texas Mushroom Festival with a full 

belly and a newfound respect for the funky fungus. Who knew 
a lowly mushroom could do so many things?

The experience reminded me of the importance of Texas 
agriculture. Food doesn’t magically appear in the grocery 
store; it comes from farms. And Texas farmers work hard to 
bring their crops to market.

Get out and celebrate them. If you’re not into mushrooms, 
get fired up for Hill Country peaches or East Texas yams. 
And as a bonus, you’ll get a side of small-town Texas, deliv-
ered with pride. D

Texas Citrus Fiesta 
Mission, January

Texas Onion Fest 
Weslaco, March

Poteet Strawberry Festival 
Poteet, April

Pasadena Strawberry  
Festival 
Pasadena, May

Jacksonville Tomato Fest 
Jacksonville, June

Texas Blueberry Festival 
Nacogdoches, June

Stonewall Peach  
JAMboree & Rodeo 
Stonewall, June

Watermelon Jubilee 
Stockdale, June

Luling Watermelon Thump 
Luling, June

Holland Corn Festival 
Holland, June

Parker County Peach  
Festival 
Weatherford, July

Gorman Peanut Festival 
Gorman, September 12

Grapefest 
Grapevine, September 17–20

Texas Rice Festival 
Winnie, September 30– 
October 3

Best of the Fests
Across Texas, communities celebrate their  

annual harvests with old-fashioned festivals.  
Here are some of the better known.

Floresville Peanut Festival 
Floresville, October 6–10

Groves Pecan Festival 
Groves, October 8–11

Avocado Festival 
Pharr, October 10

East Texas Yamboree 
Gilmer, October 14–17

Texas Mushroom Festival 
Madisonville, October 17

Golden Sweet Potato  
Festival 
Golden, October 24
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LEAVE NOTHING 
BEHIND
WITH AN XD COMMERCIAL 
DR® LEAF & LAWN VACUUM
 POWER PACKED commercial-grade engine tackles the biggest cleanup jobs
 EASY EMPTYING collection bag holds 45-gallons and gets you back to work faster
 ENGINEERED IN THE US to stand up to the roughest conditions
 ROBUST WARRANTY COVERAGE for residential and commercial use 

Scan now to shop DRPower.com
Toll-Free: 800-717-6278  |  FREE SHIPPING Options Available

OWN EVERY SEASON WITH 
DR® LEAF & LAWN VACUUMS
DIRECT BAGGING FOR CURBSIDE PICKUP
 POWER to pick up wet or compacted leaf cover, nuts, and more
 SHREDS MATERIAL to collect up to 50lbs in a single standard 

paper leaf bag
 SELF-PROPELLED to take the work out of leaf clean-up, no 

matter how big the job 

DR® TOW-BEHIND MODELS ARE #1 IN 
VACUUM POWER
 UP TO 11.7HP to collect leaves, grass, nuts, and more
 MAXIMUM COLLECTION with up to 450-gallon 

capacity for the biggest yards
 EASY UNLOADING with steep dump angles and 

available powered assist

Scan now to shop DRPower.com

 TOW-BEHIND MODELS ARE #1 IN 

 to collect leaves, grass, nuts, and more
 with up to 450-gallon 

 with steep dump angles and 

OWN EVERY SEASON WITH 
 LEAF & LAWN VACUUMS
 to pick up wet or compacted leaf cover, nuts, and more

 to collect up to 50lbs in a single standard 

PILOT XTSP

PRO MAX450

XD45
NEW!
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ceca News

M E S S A G E  
F R O M 
G E N E R A L 
M A N A G E R

A L A N 
L E S L E Y

The Future Is Better  
When We Build It Together
E I G H T Y-E I G H T  Y E A R S  ago, a group of neighbors came 
together with a bold idea. If no one else would bring 
electricity to rural Comanche County, they would 
build a cooperative and do it themselves.

That decision changed our communities forever. 
What began as a small rural electric cooperative now 
provides power to members across parts of Brown, 
Callahan, Comanche, Eastland, Mills, Shackelford 
and Stephens counties. While our service territory has 
grown, one thing has never changed: CECA is still 
owned by the members we serve.

Today, the challenges look different than they did 
in 1938, but our purpose remains the same. Every day, 
we prepare for tomorrow by planning for storms 
before they arrive, maintaining equipment before it 
fails and investing in our electric system long before 
the need arises. We embrace new technologies and 
make thoughtful investments to ensure we continue 
providing reliable, affordable and safe electricity for 
generations to come.

Why We Gather
There’s a reason I look forward to our annual mem-
bership appreciation meeting every year.  

At first glance, it’s an evening to enjoy a meal, con-
duct cooperative business and visit with neighbors. 
But it’s really about something much bigger: the 
future of your cooperative.

On Thursday, October 8, we’ll gather at CECA head-
quarters at 349 Industrial Blvd. in Comanche, to 
reflect on the past year, discuss the future of CECA 
and share how we’re preparing your cooperative for 
the years ahead.

Registration and dinner begin at 5:15 p.m., with the 
business meeting following at 6 p.m. I hope you’ll 
make plans to join us.

Your Cooperative, Your Voice
Unlike an investor-owned utility, CECA answers to its 
members, not shareholders. We’re governed by a seven- 
member board of directors elected by the member-
ship, and each director lives in the communities we 
serve. 

Our employees live here, too. We’re your neighbors. 
We shop in the same stores, attend the same churches 
and support the same schools. 

That local connection means every decision we 
make is guided by the people we serve, not by outside 
investors. That guidance starts with you. As a member, 
you have a direct vote in who leads this cooperative—
one of the greatest benefits of belonging to CECA.

The Next Chapter
One of my favorite parts of the evening is visiting with 
members face-to-face. Those conversations often 
spark our best ideas because the people who know 
this cooperative best are the people who own it. Mem-
ber input has guided CECA throughout its history, 
and it will continue to shape the cooperative’s future.

When our founders organized CECA in 1938, they 
weren’t simply building power lines. They were build-
ing opportunity. Before the cooperative, much of the 
rural areas we serve had no access to electricity. A 
group of determined neighbors believed their commu-
nities deserved better, so they worked together to 
build something that would outlast them.

Nearly nine decades later, we continue to build on 
that same foundation. The technology has changed. 
The electric industry has changed. The needs of our 
members continue to evolve. Yet the values that built 
this cooperative remain the same. 

We are committed to serving our members with 
reliable, affordable and safe electricity while embrac-
ing the innovations that will strengthen our system 
for future generations.

The faces have changed over the past 88 years, but 
the cooperative’s purpose has not. CECA has always 
been about neighbors helping neighbors, communi-
ties investing in themselves and members working 
together for something greater than any one of us.

I invite you to join us Thursday, October 8, for our 
annual membership appreciation meeting. Come 
enjoy a meal, visit with friends and neighbors, learn 
more about your co-op, and help shape its future.

Eighty-eight years ago, neighbors came together to 
build this cooperative. Today, that responsibility 
belongs to all of us. I hope you’ll join us as we write the 
next chapter of CECA’s story together. D

Alan Lesley talks with a member during an annual meeting, 
illustrating the face-to-face connections that keep CECA in 
touch with the people it serves.
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EXPERIENCE THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME!

JUNE  
15–23 
2027

APPLY NOW! 
ceca.coop/government-action-youth-tour

150 TEXAS TEENS
7 DAYS IN D.C.
0 DOLLARS
High school students: Get ready to pack 
your bags! You can join 2,000 teens from 
across the U.S. to make new friends and 
share experiences in Washington, D.C.,  
all paid for by your electric co-op.

Museums. Memorials. Monuments. Memories. 
Friends. History. There’s something for 
everyone on this trip of a lifetime!
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CONTACT US
349 Industrial Blvd.
Comanche, TX 76442
Toll-Free 1-800-915-2533
Web ceca.coop

General Manager 
Alan Lesley

Board of Directors
Randy Denning, District 1
Pete McDougal, District 2
Bryan Morris, District 3
Monty Carlisle, District 4
Troy Stewart, District 5
Loren Stroebel, District 6
Phil Taylor, District 7

ABOUT CECA
CECA operates in Brown, Callahan, Comanche, 
Eastland, Mills, Shackelford and Stephens 
counties.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer.

Esta institución es un proveedor de servicios 
con igualdad de oportunidades.

OFFICE LOCATIONS 

Headquarters 
349 Industrial Blvd., Comanche, TX 76442
Monday–Friday, 7:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Early 
1801 CR 338, Early, TX 76801
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 7:30 a.m.–4:30 
p.m. Closed from 1– 2 p.m.

Eastland 
1311 W. Main St., Eastland, TX 76448
Tuesday and Thursday, 8 a.m.–4 p.m.

VISIT US ONLINE
ceca.coop

 

Comanche Electric 
Cooperative Association

Check us out at 
TexasCoopPower.com/comanche

CECA crews are 
available 24/7 in the 
event of a power 
quality issue.

TOLL-FREE
1-800-915-2533

24/7
Outage 
Hotline
Number

24/7
Outage 
Hotline
Number

CECA crews are  
available 24/7 in  
the event of a  
power quality issue.

TOLL-FREE
1-800-915-2533

CECA Allocates Capital Credits

AS  E AC H  Y E A R  comes to a close, CECA allocates capital credits to the 
accounts of members.

Cooperatives determine each year’s margins accumulated from opera-
tions and allocate those margins to members’ accounts after all co-op 
expenditures are paid and based on each member’s usage.

These capital credits will be returned to members in the future in the 
form of estate returns or general returns when doing so will not weaken the 
financial condition of the cooperative, as determined by CECA’s board of 
directors.

In the meantime, the funds are invested in the cooperative plant and 
credited to each member’s account, even if the member moves out of our 
service territory. That’s why it’s important for members who depart our 
service territory to inform CECA of address changes, so capital credits can 
be returned and not go uncollected when the board approves a distribution.

2025 Allocation Factors
Residential: 0.06180375
Single-Phase General Service: 0.07519851
Three-Phase General Service: 0.05885206

Capital credits for 2025 were calculated by multiplying each member’s 
bill by the allocation factors listed above. For example, if your total annual 
residential bill from the co-op—consisting of energy billing and power cost 
adjustment—was $500, multiply that amount by 0.06180375, so the prod-
uct is $30.90. In calculating your total bill, include any security light 
charge but do not include any tax, service or miscellaneous charges.

If you have any questions concerning these calculations, feel free to con-
tact the co-op office at 1-800-915-2533.

This article is intended to serve as an official notice of allocation of capi-
tal credits for 2025. D

EXPERIENCE THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME!

JUNE  
15–23 
2027
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Brownwood
Puffs, September 19–20, 2:30 and  
7:30 p.m., Brownwood Lyric Theatre, 318 
Center Ave. Ever wonder what it was like 
to be one of the other students at that 
famous school of witchcraft and wiz-
ardry? This hilarious parody flips the 
story you know on its head, told from the 
point of view of the loyal, awkward and 
underappreciated house that never 
seems to win the glory. Follow seven 
years in the lives of the Puffs, a group of 
well-meaning misfits who just want to 
make it through magic school without 
getting caught in someone else’s epic 
adventure. Filled with laugh-out-loud 
humor, heart and a few spells gone 
wrong, Puffs is a fast-paced comedy for 
anyone who has ever felt like a side char-
acter but still believes in friendship, brav-
ery and finding a place in the story. For 
more information, call (325) 600-4303. 

Little Shop of Horrors; October 16–
November 1; Saturdays and Sundays  
at 2:30 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays at 
7:30 p.m.; Brownwood Lyric Theatre, 318 
Center Ave. A little shop. A strange plant. 
A lot of trouble! This delightfully dark 
musical comedy follows a meek flower 
shop clerk, a mysterious man-eating 
plant and the price of fame and fortune. 
With its 1960s rock ’n’ roll vibe, over-the-
top humor and toe-tapping songs, this 
cult classic is both wickedly funny and 
surprisingly sweet. For more information, 
call (325) 600-4303. 

Cisco
Citywide Fall Garage Sale, September 
19, various locations throughout Cisco. 
The Cisco Chamber of Commerce will 
hold its annual citywide fall garage sale. 
Contact the chamber for participating 

locations and sale times. For more infor-
mation, call (254) 442-2537. 

Car Show and Pie Fest, October 17,  
10 a.m.–2 p.m., location to be announced 
in Cisco. The Cisco Chamber of Com-
merce will host its annual car show in 
conjunction with Pie Fest. Contact the 
chamber for the exact physical address, 
vehicle registration and additional infor-
mation at (254) 442-2537. 

Halloween in Cisco, October 31, down-
town Cisco and residential neighbor-
hoods. Downtown businesses will 
welcome trick-or-treaters 4–6 p.m. 
Residential trick-or-treating will follow 
6–8 p.m. For more information, call the 
Cisco Chamber of Commerce at (254) 
442-2537. 

Events, dates and times are subject  
to change. For questions call (254)  
442-2537 or email ciscochamberof 
commerce@gmail.com.

Comanche
Quanah Parker Day, September 12,  
1–4 p.m., Comanche County Historical 
Museum, 402 Moorman Road. The Coman- 
che County Historical Museum will recog-
nize Quanah Parker as a leader of the 
Comanche Nation during this special 
afternoon program. For more informa-
tion, call (325) 356-5115 or email  
comanchecountytxmuseum@gmail.com. 

Comanche County Pow Wow, Septem-
ber 26–27, Comanche City Park, 1200 
Comanche Trail. The two-day community 
celebration features more than 100 food, 
craft and commercial vendors, live music, 
a barbecue cook-off and children’s activ-
ities. Visitors also can enjoy Ag Land,  
living-history exhibits, an art and photog-
raphy show, and performances by the 
Sahawe Dancers. For more information, 

call (325) 356-3233 or email  
comanchetxchamber@gmail.com.

For more information, contact Comanche 
Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture 
at comanchetxchamber@gmail.com or 
(325) 356-3233.

Lake Brownwood
Reptiles With a Ranger; September 5,  
19 and October 3, 17, 31; 2:30–3:45 p.m.; 
Group Dining Hall, Lake Brownwood 
State Park, 200 State Highway Park Road 
15. Observe and touch several live, harm-
less native reptiles, including a Texas 
indigo snake and speckled kingsnake. A 
park ranger will discuss the animals’ biol-
ogy and ecological importance. Pictures, 
snake sheds, turtle shells and other 
materials also will be available. Free with 
park admission. For more information, 
call George Dudich at (325) 784-5223 or 
email george.dudich@tpwd.texas.gov. 

Wilderness Survival Hike, Fridays in 
September and October, 9:30–10:45 a.m., 
Texas Oak Trailhead, Lake Brownwood 
State Park, 200 State Highway Park Road 
15. Join a ranger to learn about plants, 
fungi and other resources used by the 
Comanche, Apache and other Native 
Americans, as well as early European set-
tlers. The program also explores medicinal 
plants and their traditional uses, safety 
and effectiveness. Participants should 
wear sturdy walking shoes. The program 
is free with park admission and is weather- 
dependent. For more information, call 
George Dudich at (325) 784-5223 or email 
george.dudich@tpwd.texas.gov.  

Community Calendar

Comanche Electric Cooperative Association welcomes your local event submissions.  
If you have events you would like listed in the Community Calendar, please contact Triston McGehee. 
Event information must be submitted two months in advance for the magazine. The calendar is pub-
lished monthly and includes events scheduled for the month of publication and the following month. 
CECA reserves the right to edit or exclude events based on space availability and other considerations. 
We do not certify the accuracy or reliability of any information posted in the Community Calendar. To 
confirm event details, please contact the event organizers directly. Email tmcgehee@ceca.coop; write 
to CECA at P.O. Box 729, Comanche, TX 76531; or call 1-800-915-2533.

UCPAGE |  GET T YIMAGES.COM

POWER TIP

To find air leakage in  
your house, schedule a 
blower door test, which 
depressurizes a home 
and reveals leak 
locations. 
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ROMOLOTAVANI |  GET T YIMAGES.COM

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR

Labor Day 
Monday, September 7 
Our offices will be closed in 
observance of the holiday.

Patriot Day  
Rosh Hashanah Begins 
Friday, September 11

National Voter 
Registration Day 
Tuesday, September 15 

Autumn Begins 
Tuesday, September 22 
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Capture Energy 
Savings by Sealing 
Air Leaks 
S AV E  E N E R GY  A N D  seal air leaks by add-
ing weatherstripping to exterior doors. If 
you can see any amount of light between 
the door frame and the floor, weather-
stripping should be applied.

This DIY energy-saving project is relatively 
easy and inexpensive, depending on the 
type of materials you use. The most com-
mon weatherstripping material is self-
adhesive foam strips. 

Follow these steps to seal any gaps in 
doorways. 

1. Clean the door and doorjamb to be 
sealed. For best results, weatherstripping 
should be applied to clean, dry surfaces 
when it's warmer than 20 degrees. 

2. Measure your space twice before cut-
ting the material for greater accuracy. It’s 
best to plan for one continuous strip on 
each side of the door jamb. 

3. Cut long pieces of self-adhesive weath-
erstripping material (foam, vinyl, etc.) for 
each side. 

4. Apply the material snugly along each 
side. Make sure the weatherstripping 
meets tightly at the corners and is 
pressed firmly onto the doorjamb. The 
material should compress tightly between 
the door and doorjamb without making it 
difficult to shut. D
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T H E  T H E R M O S TAT  I S  one of the most powerful energy-saving tools at your 
disposal since about half of the electricity used in a typical home goes to 
heating and cooling. Used smartly, it can bring major energy savings while 
keeping you and your family comfortable. 

During warm weather, the recommended indoor temperature is 78 
degrees. During cold weather, set your thermostat to 68 degrees. 

A properly configured programmable thermostat can save you 10% on 
your monthly utility bill. Program your thermostat to match your sched-
ule, turning it up or down a few degrees when you’ll be out of the house, at 
work or school.  

A smart thermostat can lead to even more savings, as it allows you to 
adjust the temperature remotely from your phone. For example, on a hot 
summer day you can run your thermostat higher while you’re out of the 
house, then cool things off before getting in the car to head home. If your 
schedule changes day to day, a smart thermostat can give you more control 
than a basic programmable system.

To keep things running efficiently, regularly clean or replace the filters 
of your HVAC system. Clogged filters make your system work harder to 
achieve your preferred temperature. 

If you leave on a trip, don’t leave the AC on full blast but don’t turn it off 
either. If it’s a programmable thermostat, use the “hold” or the “vacation” 
setting—or set it to 85 degrees. For every degree a thermostat is raised 
during the summer, you can save 2% on your electricity bill. 

Your thermostat can do a lot, but it can’t do it alone. A fan can be a great 
way to amplify the effects of your AC, keeping you cool in the summer. In 
the winter, adjusting your ceiling fan to turn clockwise can help distribute 
warm air. Turn off the fan before you leave the room.

Other energy-efficient upgrades to your home help too. Seal any leaks: 
Caulk and weatherstrip around windows and doors to prevent conditioned 
air from escaping to the outdoors. D

Master Your Thermostat 
 
Little changes can lead to big savings
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YOUR SILVER PASSPORT TO TRAVEL THE WORLD
The 3 Most Popular Pure Silver Coins in One Set

GOVMINT • 1300 Corporate Center Curve, Dept. WPS145-01, Eagan, MN 55121

Travel the globe without leaving home with 
the world’s three most popular pure silver 
coins. Newly struck for 2026 in one ounce of 
fine silver, each comes in Brilliant Uncirculated 
(BU) condition. Your trip includes stops in the 
United States, Canada, and Great Britain with 
the option of adding other destinations to 
extend your sojourn abroad.

We’ve Done the Work for You
with this 3-piece world silver coin set. 
Each of these coins is recognized for its 
breathtaking beauty, and for its stability even 
in unstable times, since each is backed by its 
government for weight, purity, and legal-
tender value.

2026 American Silver Eagle: The American 
Silver Eagle is the most popular silver coin 
in the world—and in 2026, it celebrates its 
historic 40th anniversary. 
Featuring Adolph Weinman’s 
Walking Liberty obverse and 
backed by Emily Damstra’s 
Eagle Landing reverse, each 
is struck in 99.9% fine silver 
at the U.S. Mint.

2026 Canada Silver 
Maple Leaf: 
A highly sought-after bullion 
coin since 1988, this 2026 
issue was struck in highly 
pure 99.99% silver at the 
Royal Canadian Mint.

2026 British Silver Britannia: 
One of The Royal Mint’s 
flagship coins, this 2026 
issue features Lady 
Britannia, defender of Britain, 
struck in 99.9% fine silver. 

Be Your Own Travel Agent
and plan your itinerary with different silver 
coins from around the world. Your journey 
doesn’t end with just three legendary 
silver coins. Inside your Silver Passport are 
two open spaces waiting to be filled with 
treasures from across the world. Continue 
your worldwide adventure by adding your 
own hand-selected silver coins from the 
world’s most celebrated mints, creating a 
truly personalized collection that reflects the 
beauty, history, and artistry of destinations 
around the world.

SAVE With This World Coin Set
You’ll save both time and money on this 
world coin set with FREE shipping and a 
BONUS presentation case, plus a new and 
informative Silver Passport. You’ll also receive 
a FREE mystery gift a $30 value, it’s yours at 
no extra charge.

Order NOW—Don’t Wait
Collectors around the world are already 
standing by, ready to secure these coins. 
Don’t wait. Call now at 1-888-201-7070 to lock 
in your prices and your 2026 Silver Passport 
Set will ship directly to your door.

2026 American Silver Eagle
Actual size is 40.6 mm

2026 Canada Silver Maple Leaf
Actual size is 37.97mm

2026 British Silver Britannia
Actual size is 38.61mm

Offer Code WPS145-01
Please mention this code when you call.

CALL NOW TO LEARN MORE! 
FOR FASTEST SERVICE 

CALL TODAY TOLL-FREE

1-800-517-6468

2026 World Silver Passport 3-Pc. Set
Regular Price $349.00 Only $319.00 per set

Save $30.00 + Free Shipping 
And Free Gift 
Total Value of $379
For Only $319

Upgrade Your Passport Set
Take your world silver adventure to the 
next level with a premium three-piece 
set. Each coin has been professionally 
inspected, authenticated, and certified in 
Gem Uncirculated condition, then sealed in a 
protective holder to preserve its exceptional 
quality and beauty.

Free Mystery Gift
$30 Value
Free Mystery Gift

Special Call-In Only Offer

3 COUNTRIES

3 SILVER COINS

Presentation case includes 
two open slots to complete 
your collection!

Reverse

Reverse

Reverse

GOVMINT® is a brand of Asset Marketing Services, LLC (AMS). AMS is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affiliated with the U.S. government. The collectible coin 
market is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. Prices, facts, figures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of submission to the publication but may change 
significantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of our Terms and Conditions (www.amsi-corp.com/terms-conditions); to decline, return your 
purchase pursuant to our 30 day Return Policy (www.amsi-corp.com/product-return-policy). ©2026 Asset Marketing Services, LLC.
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Footnotes in Texas History

I F  YO U  E X A M I N E  any good map of Texas, 
you’ll notice a natural division of East and 
West Texas that runs from the eastern 
edge of the Panhandle down to Abilene 
and San Angelo and on past Uvalde to 
Carrizo Springs and Laredo. 

On the west side of that line is arid 
land, and on the east side, it’s wetter and 
greener. It becomes increasingly dry as 
you go west and wet and humid as you  
go east.

This line is better known as the 100th 
meridian, and it maintains this calculus 
of wet and dry lands all the way up into 
Canada.

John Wesley Powell, famous for 
exploring and mapping the Colorado 
River and the Grand Canyon over 150 
years ago, was one of the first conserva-
tionists to see that the 100th meridian 
served as a demarcation. 

“Passing from east to west across  
this belt a wonderful transformation  
is observed,” he wrote. “On the east a  
luxuriant growth of grass is seen, and  
the gaudy flowers … make the prairie 
landscape beautiful. 

“Passing westward, species after  
species of luxuriant grass and brilliant 
flowering plants disappear; the ground 

gradually becomes naked, with bunch 
grasses here and there; now and then a 
thorny cactus is seen, and the yucca 
plant thrusts out its sharp bayonets.” 

Powell, for whom Lake Powell in Ari-
zona and Utah is named, would become 
the head of the U.S. Geological Survey in 
1881. He used his knowledge of the West 
to create a prescriptive map for water 
management. 

Powell took his map to a Senate com-
mittee in 1890 and suggested dividing 
the Western U.S. into water districts that 
would be managed by the people living 
along the rivers rather than the states. He 
advocated for need over greed.

The senators practically rioted, as this 
flew in the face of the fever dream of  
Darwinian development that had domi-
nated the Western states. The gold must 
be mined, the forests harvested, the rivers 
dammed and the railroads built.

Powell argued for sustainability and 
good stewardship of the Earth. Powell 
was against big dams—ironic, given that 
his namesake lake was created by Glen 
Canyon Dam. He preferred smaller, more 
democratic irrigation systems that he 
believed would be more efficient for  
the land and serve more people more 
equitably. 

As we know, the arid West was not 
developed as Powell envisioned, but it’s 
interesting to consider what might have 
been if Powell had had his way. 

What’s more interesting to me are the 
facts on the ground these days. The geo-
logical truths that defined the 100th 
meridian in Texas a century and a half 
ago are now truer for the 98th meridian, 
running just west of Fort Worth, east of 
San Antonio and west of Corpus Christi. 
This tells us that the Texas water chal-
lenges of the future will be far greater 
than any our ancestors faced. D

 
The Line  

in the Sand
Where does West Texas begin? The 100th meridian, more or less

B Y  W. F .  S T R O N G  •  I L L U S T R AT I O N  B Y  T H E  B R AV E  U N I O N

Footnotes in Texas History

 Listen as W.F. 
Strong narrates this 
story on our website.
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TCP Kitchen

Pancakes 
and Waffles
Breakfast will never be the same after tasting these morning staples

B Y  V I A N N E Y  R O D R I G U E Z ,  F O O D  E D I T O R 

Growing up, there was always a jar of applesauce in our fridge. One 
morning we were greeted with apple pancakes, and I haven’t looked at 
applesauce the same since. These are thicker and cakier than your 
typical pancake, but isn’t cake for breakfast simply sweeter?

Apple Pancakes
T O P P I N G

4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) butter,  
plus more for serving

2 medium apples, cored and diced 
1/4 cup brown sugar
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon salt

P A N C A K E S

11/2 cups complete buttermilk  
pancake mix

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 cup cinnamon applesauce
1/4 cup water, plus more as needed

1.	 T O P P I N G  In a skillet over medium 
heat, melt butter. Add apples, brown 
sugar, cinnamon and salt. Cook, stirring 
occasionally, until the apples start to 
soften and the sugar is dissolved and 
syrupy, 3–5 minutes. Remove from heat 
until ready to serve pancakes. 

2.	 P A N C A K E S  Preheat oven to 200 
degrees. In a bowl, combine pancake mix 
and cinnamon. Stir in applesauce and 
water until just moistened. If batter is too 
thick to pour, add water. Preheat and lightly 
grease a nonstick skillet or griddle over 
medium heat. 

3.	 Pour ¼ cup batter onto skillet or griddle, 
repeating as allowed for pan size. Cook 
each pancake until bubbles form on the 
surface. Flip and cook until the second 
side is golden brown, 1–3 minutes. Reduce 
heat to medium-low if the pancakes are 
cooking too quickly.

4.	 Keep cooked pancakes warm in pre-
heated oven, and repeat with remaining 
batter. Serve warm with butter and 
reheated apple topping. 

S E R V E S  4

 Follow Vianney Rodriguez as she cooks  
in Cocina Gris at sweetlifebake.com, where 
she features a recipe for Poblano Breakfast 
Scramble.
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$ 5 0 0   W I N N E R

Sweet Potato Waffles
T R A C E Y  S T E W A R T 
S A M  H O U S T O N  E C

This is the most delicious way 
to transform dinner leftovers 
into brunch. Hearty, crispy and 
lightly spiced, I was blown 
away by these waffles. After 
testing this recipe, you can 
surely find me cooking up an 
extra batch of mashed sweet 
potatoes to whip up these 
waffles on the weekend.    

21/2 cups flour
1/4 cup sugar
1 tablespoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon ground 

cinnamon

1 cup mashed sweet potatoes
1 1/2 cups buttermilk
4 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/2 cup (1 stick) melted butter, cooled
Maple syrup, for serving

1.	 Preheat oven to 200 degrees. In a large 
bowl, combine flour, sugar, baking powder, 
baking soda, salt and cinnamon. 

2.	 In another large bowl, whisk together 
sweet potatoes, buttermilk, eggs, vanilla 
and butter. 

3.	 Add the flour mixture to the sweet 
potato mixture and stir to combine, being 
careful not to overmix. If the batter is too 
thick, gradually add 2–4 tablespoons 
water. 

4.	 Preheat and lightly grease waffle iron. 
Ladle batter onto waffle iron, being careful 
not to overfill, close and cook according 
to manufacturer’s directions.

5.	 Keep cooked waffles warm in pre-
heated oven, and repeat with remaining 
batter.

6.	 Serve warm with maple syrup.

S E R V E S  4 
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 $500 Recipe Contest
LEMONY DELIGHTS  DUE SEP 10
When life gives you lemons, what do you make? Submit your  
delicious citrus treats for a chance at an easy-peasy $500.  
Watch for the recipes in February 2027.
UPCOMING: WINNER, WINNER CHICKEN DINNER  DUE OCT 10

ENTER
ONLINE

Oatmeal Waffles
B E V E R LY  A N T H E S 
F A N N I N  E C

Anthes’ easy waffles are a delicious break-
fast. They’re crisp on the outside and fluffy 
inside. Serve warm, topped with fresh fruit 
or maple syrup. 

11/2 cups flour
1 cup quick-cooking oats
1 tablespoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
11/2 cups milk
2 eggs, slightly beaten
1/8 teaspoon vanilla extract
6 tablespoons (3/4 stick) butter, melted
2 tablespoons brown sugar

1.	 Preheat oven to 200 degrees. In a large 
mixing bowl, stir together flour, oats, bak-
ing powder and cinnamon. 

2.	 In a small mixing bowl, whisk together 
milk, eggs, vanilla, butter and brown sugar. 

3.	 Add wet ingredients to flour mixture 
and stir to combine.  

4.	 Preheat and lightly grease waffle iron. 
Pour batter into waffle iron, close and cook 
according to manufacturer’s directions. 
Keep cooked waffles warm in preheated 
oven, and repeat with remaining batter.

S E R V E S  6
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Pineapple Upside Down 
Pancake With Pineapple 
Cream Syrup
J A N  B O X 
T R I N I T Y  VA L L E Y  E C

Dessert for breakfast? Sign me up! I  
loved the presentation of these pan-
cakes. They do take a little patience  
when flipping, but once you get the hang  
of it, these pancakes are so much fun  
to make—and even better to eat.

1 can pineapple slices (16 ounces) 
in syrup

1 cup sugar
4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) butter
6 tablespoons heavy cream
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
2 cups prepared pancake batter
Maraschino cherries, for topping 
Whipped cream, for topping

1.	 Preheat oven to 200 degrees. Drain 
pineapple slices, reserving syrup. To a 

saucepan, add reserved syrup and sugar. 
Cook over medium heat, stirring frequently, 
at a soft boil about 25 minutes or until 
syrup turns golden. Remove from heat 
and stir in butter, heavy cream, salt and 
cinnamon. 

2.	 Preheat and lightly grease skillet over 
medium-high heat. Pour about 1/3 cup  
pancake batter onto skillet. 

3.	 Cook until bubbles form on the surface 
of the pancake. Place a pineapple ring into 
batter and press slightly. Flip pancake and 
press into skillet and finish cooking. Keep 
cooked pancakes warm in preheated 
oven, and repeat with remaining batter.

4.	 Serve warm with a cherry, pineapple 
syrup and a dollop of whipped cream on 
each pancake. 

S E R V E S  6 

Don’t Overdo It

Take care to mix pancake or waffle 
ingredients just until combined. A  
few lumps in the batter are OK. But 
overmixing overworks the gluten, 
which results in a dense pancake.  
Go easy and enjoy tender, fluffier 
pancakes and waffles.

—Vianney Rodriguez

linktr.ee/tamfswildfireprevention               tfsweb.tamu.edu/prevent-wildfires

Do Not Park on Dry Grass | Check Burn Bans | Keep Campfires Small

Oompah, Brats & 

Bavarian Fun Await!

october 2 - 4oktoberfestinfbg.com

Downtown Fredericksburg
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FREE!FREE! $2 Bill in Uncirculated Condition $2 Bill in Uncirculated Condition

«  Seldom-Seen, $2 Bills Make up Less Than 1%  
of All Paper Currency

«  Face Depicts Thomas Jefferson, Author of the 
Declaration of Independence

«  Back Features a Rendition of John Trumbull’s 
Masterpiece Painting Declaration of Independence

« FREE Shipping!

Mail Coupon Today! Mail Coupon Today! 
For Faster Service Visit: LittletonCoin.com/RespondFor Faster Service Visit: LittletonCoin.com/Respond

You’ll also receive a handpicked trial selection  
of  fascinating coins from our No-Obligation  
Coins-on-Approval Service, from which you may 
purchase any or none of the coins – return balance within 
15 days – with option to cancel at any time.

!

Offer Code: 54W201

REQUEST MUST BE RECEIVED WITHIN 7 DAYS

Special Offer for New Customers Only Ages 18+

Name ____________________________________

Address ______________________Apt # _______

City ____________________ State___ Zip ________

E-Mail _________________________________

Please print clearly

❏YES! Please send me the following:✓

QTY  DESCRIPTION TOTAL

1  $2 Note (limit 1) FREE!

Shipping FREE!

TOTAL FREE!

Littleton Coin Company 

Offer Code: 54W201
1309 Mt. Eustis Rd 
Littleton NH 03561-3737

Mail 
to:
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Hit the Road

SEPTEMBER
6 		  New Berlin  Sausage Festival, 

(210) 343-9570, facebook.com/
nbtxsausagefest

10 	 Abilene  [10–19] West Texas 
Fair and Rodeo, (325) 677-4376, 
westtexasfairrodeo.com

Corsicana  [10–13, 17–20]  
The Guys, (903) 872-5421, 
thewlac.com 

11 	 Brenham  [11–19] Washington 
County Fair, (979) 836-4112, 
washingtoncofair.com

12 	 Chappell Hill  Airing of the 
Quilts, (979) 337-9910,  
chappellhilltx.com

Fairfield  Show of Wheels, 
(903) 389-5792,  
fairfieldtexaschamber.com

Luling  Luling Foundation 
Youth Grill-Off, (830) 875-2438, 
lulingfoundation.org 

Stephenville  Morgan Mill Arts 
and Crafts Fair, (972) 467-8646, 
bit.ly/mmartsandcrafts

18	 Royse City  [18–19] North 
Texas Antique Tractor & 
Engine Club Show & Pull, (214) 
934-2414, north-texas-antique-
tractor-and-engine-club.net

19 	 Azle  Silver Creek Lord’s Acre, 
(817) 607-8039, facebook.com/
silvercreekmc

Blanco  Classic Car Show,  
(512) 632-0648,  
blancoclassiccarshow.com

Know Before You Go
Call ahead or check an event’s website for 
scheduling details, and check our website 
for many more upcoming events.

The Mother of All State Parks
Explore history amid peace and quiet along the Leon River

B Y  C H E T  G A R N E R

E V E RYO N E  W H O  V I S I T S  Texas’ first official state park feels like they’ve been 
let in on a quiet secret. This 400-acre hideaway between Temple and Waco 
doesn’t get the attention (or crowds) of Hill Country destinations like 
Enchanted Rock State Natural Area or Garner State Park. 

But from its quiet perch along the Leon River, Mother Neff State Park 
waits patiently, like a front porch swing, inviting you to slow down and 
breathe in some fresh air—and maybe put your phone away for a little while.

The story of this park—and really our entire state park system—goes 
back to Isabella “Mother” Neff and her son, Gov. Pat Neff. The family owned 
this stretch of riverfront land that became a local hot spot for picnicking, 
swimming and fishing long before a “state park” was even a thing. When 
Mother Neff died in 1921, she made a very Texas-sized decision to leave the 
land to the state so everyone else could enjoy it too. Not a bad legacy.

I started my visit by hitting the limestone trails, winding beneath a can-
opy of oaks before dropping into a shady ravine. That’s where I found one 
of the park’s rock shelters—massive stone overhangs that Native American 
tribes used for thousands of years. Turns out, good real estate along the 
Leon River has always been in demand. 

From there, I made my way to the park’s iconic stone water tower, built 
by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s. The climb to the observa-
tion deck on top isn’t exactly Mount Everest, but it’s enough to earn a view 
of the sprawling valley below—and justify a solid snack afterward.

Mother Neff State Park may not be the biggest or flashiest, but it just 
might be the most meaningful—a place where history, nature and a mother’s 
generosity quietly collide. D

ABOVE  Chet at Mother Neff State Park, which  
used to be the property of Gov. Pat Neff’s family.  
Neff held office in the 1920s.
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Watch the video on our website and see all  
of Chet’s Texplorations on The Daytripper on PBS.
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 Submit Your Event
We pick events for the magazine directly 
from TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your 
December event by October 1, and it just 
might be featured in this calendar.

Fredericksburg  Classic Car & 
Truck Show, (830) 990-4433, 
pecangrovestore.com

Fort Worth  [19–20] Bluey’s 
Big Play, (817) 212-4280, 
basshall.com

25	 Giddings  [25–26] Texas 
Word Wrangler Book Festival, 
(979) 542-2716, www.giddings 
publiclibrary.org

26 	 Bertram  Oatmeal Festival, 
(512) 882-2992,  
oatmealfestival.org 

Bryan  Brazos Valley  
Beekeepers Association 
Bee School, (979) 218-3070, 
bvbeeks.org

Pick of the Month
Salt Festival
Grand Saline, September 24–26 
gssaltfestival@gmail.com 
facebook.com/gssaltfest

Celebrate the heritage, community and spirit 
that define this corner of East Texas. The 
festival includes street dances, cornhole and 
horseshoe tournaments, yoga, a parade, 
petting zoo, classic car show, 5K race, and 
three nights of live music. Country music artist 
Tracy Byrd, above, headlines Saturday night.
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Experience Texas Wine 
Month in Grapevine!
Sip your way along the Urban Wine Trail 
while exploring Grapevine’s Historic 
Main Street District lined with one-of-a-
kind cafés, boutiques and art galleries.

Visit GrapevineTexasUSA.com 
to plan your Texas Wine Month Getaway.

Hit the Road
Event Calendar 
With hundreds of events 
across Texas listed every 
month, TexasCoopPower.com
has something for you.

Plan now
TexasCoopPower.com/events
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S E P T E M B E R  E V E N T S  C O N T I N U E D

Fairfield  Breakfast With 
Santa, (903) 389-5792,  
fairfieldtexaschamber.com 

Lakehills  Medina Lake 
Cajun Festival, (830) 460-
0600, cajunfestival-medina 
lake.com

Kerrville  [26–27] Supertri 
Kerrville, kerrvilletri.com

27 	 Giddings  Texas Wendish 
Fest, (979) 366-2441,  
texaswends.org

Luling  Quilts & Cars,  
(512) 567-5091,  
facebook.com/quiltsandcars

Meyersville  Sts. Peter & 
Paul Catholic Church Fall 
Festival, (361) 275-3868,  
stspeterpaulaloysius.org

OCTOBER
1 		  Smithville  [1–Nov. 15] Airing 

of the Quilts, (979) 540-9222, 
bit.ly/airingofthequilts

2		  Stephenville  [2–3] Town  
N Country Quilt Guild Quilt 
Show, (817) 676-5165,  
bit.ly/townncountryquiltguild

3		  Granbury  Romancing  
the Monarch, (817) 579-
3280, lakegranburymaster 
gardeners.org 

5 		  Corsicana  [5–29] Piece- 
makers’ Quilt Guild of  
Corsicana Quilt Show,  
corsicanaquiltguild.com

In the heart of the Texas 
Hill Country visit 17 historic 

one-room schools built between 
1847 and 1936 by following 

the 120 mile Gillespie County 
Country Schools Driving Trail 

through the scenic 
Fredericksburg,Texas countryside. 

Restoring and Preserving 
Our History

A Driving Tour map and an Open House 
schedule are available on our website.

WWW.HISTORICSCHOOLS.ORG

All schools listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places.

Member of Country School Association of America.
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Shop now
TexasCoopPower.com/shop

Gift Shop

E-news
Fast and Direct 
Get our best content 
delivered to your inbox 
every month! 

Sign up now
TexasCoopPower.com/join

STEEL MOBILE HOME ROOFING 

www.roofover.com

• Eliminates Leaks 
• Eliminates Roof Rumble 
• Is Maintenance-Free 

PERMA-ROOF OFFERS: 

CALL NOW! 
1-800-633-8969 

• Has Lifetime Warranty 
• Save on Utilities 
• Expert Installation 

Built for Strength. Designed for Life. 
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Focus on Texas

Rodeo
Texans young and old love a rodeo. Despite the pain,  
the mud and the blood, competition and camaraderie 
keep us coming back for more. Everyone to the main 
arena; these fearless competitors are ready to ride.

C U R AT E D  B Y  G R A C E  F U LT Z

Upcoming Contests
BARNS  DUE SEP 10	
SWAMPS  DUE OCT 10

IN THE GARDEN  DUE NOV 10	            

 See Focus on Texas on our website for  
many more Rodeo photos from readers.

ENTER
ONLINE
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1  M I K E  Z A R E L L A 
P E D E R N A L E S  E C
“Youngsters gather on the arena rail-
ings for a better view of the opening 
ceremonies of the Blanco County Fair 
& Rodeo.”

2  H O L LY  B U F K I N 
B I G  C O U N T R Y  E C
“Unwavering grit as this paint bronc 
shows the untamed heart that defines 
rodeo.”

3  B O B  N O R R I S 
P E D E R N A L E S  E C
A silhouette of a cowboy at a rodeo.

4  L A U R A  B R E W E R 
C O S E R V
North Texas Fair & Rodeo cowboys 
wait their turn to ride.

1
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“ H OW  WAS  YO U R  day today?” 
No response. “Did you have fun?” Still 

nothing.
At the stoplight on Ranch Road 12 and 

Hunter Road in San Marcos, I laughed to 
myself and thought about how silly this 
one-sided conversation must sound. I 
glanced in the mirror clipped to the back-
seat headrest and caught my 13-month-
old daughter’s grin. She can’t talk yet,  
but I can’t wait for the day she finally 
answers back.

I live and work in Wimberley, a town 
that prides itself on being family friendly. 
And it is—except when it comes to day-
care. There’s only one option in town for 
babies her age, and I’ve been on the wait-
list for more than a year. So every week-
day we make the 30-minute drive to San 
Marcos, where she goes to daycare. That 

adds up to two hours of commuting  
each day: one hour with my daughter, 
one hour solo. 

We’ve learned to make the most of it. 
Together we listen to audiobooks and 
albums I think she should know. While 
some babies get The Wheels on the Bus, 
mine gets Turnpike Troubadours. I like 
to tell myself it’s making her smarter,  
or at least building character. Only time 
will tell. 

I narrate the drive like a tour guide: 
“Look at that bird!” or “We’re going over 
the river.” She probably understands 
none of it, yet she looks at me and smiles 
like she’s clued in anyway.

Some days, traffic crawls along so 
slowly that I have to break out the emer-
gency snack stash I keep in the car. Fruit 
bars or a lone teething cookie. By the 
time we reach the next stoplight, she’s 
happily munching or asleep.

I notice the same cars each morning 
and afternoon, their drivers as familiar  
to me as neighbors at this point. I wonder 
about the people inside. Do they have a 
baby in the backseat listening to a Lyle 
Lovett album for the very first time too? 

I imagine a tiny community of parents 
and children, each of us on our own little 
journey, connected by the same roads, 
the same traffic lights, the same shared 
struggle of making it work. 

Sometimes I think about it more 
broadly. In a state as rural as Texas, 
countless parents are on even longer 
drives for childcare, and I can’t help but 
wonder how they fill those hours.

I know this is just a phase. We won’t be 
commuting forever, and one day I know 
I’m going to miss these drives and how 
my baby smiled at me from the backseat. 
But for now, I think my daughter knows 
every curve of Ranch Road 12 better than 
most grown-ups. When she does learn to 
talk, she’ll probably have plenty to say 
about it. D

Speaking of  
Long Commutes
Finding silver linings—and snacks—
when it’s hard to find childcare
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Retractable Awnings Privacy ScreensStorm Screens

10-Year Limited Lifetime Warranty on Hardware, Motors and Mesh

MOTORIZED SCREENS 
AND AWNINGS

HURRY!
LIMITED TIME OFFER!

SCHEDULE A
FREE ESTIMATE

Call Today
1-855-346-5847

Or Scan to
Learn More!

$250
OFF

$$250250
 Motorized Outdoor 
Screens & Awnings

OFFOFF*

*Offer valid on SPF brand motorized awnings and screens only. Offer includes installation, sales tax, shipping, and handling. Excludes prior purchases and cannot 
be combined with other offers or discounts. This offer supersedes any prior offers or advertisements. Free LED Lights offered on motorized awnings only.

Transform Your Deck, Patio, Pool, Garage & More
With Outdoor Screens & Awnings 

Proudly 
made in 
the USA

Fabric 
choices by
Sunbrella®

In-house 
professional 
installationW
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Bug Screens & Awnings

FREELED Lights*



Upgrade your football experience
and score $250 OFF DISH TV

LIMITED TIME! Offer Code: DISH250

Enjoy a Better TV 
Experience and Save

$89.99/mo.
starting at

• 2-year TV price guarantee
• Hopper® 3 DVR included
• Free professional installation
• Whole-home setup included

Plus, get the
Multi-Sport Pack included. and more!

Visit us online at DISH.com/tex4

Call us today at 888-236-6789 
or visit your DISH local retailer!

Important Terms and Conditions: Requires credit qualification and 2-year commitment. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit qualification. 
New and qualifying returning customers will receive $10 off their bill for 25 months. America’s Top 200 or America’s Top 250 package required. Requires credit qualification, 2 year 
commitment with early termination fee and autopay. Offer ends 9/9/26. Code: DISH250. 2-year commitment: Early termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel 
early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $89.99 advertised price: America’s Top 120 programming package, local channels, and Hopper 3 Smart DVR for 1 TV. All packages, 
programming, features, and functionality and all prices and fees not included in price guarantee are subject to change without notice. Free standard professional installation only. 
Other restrictions apply. ©2026 DISH Network L.L.C. Multi-Sport Pack: New and qualifying former customers will receive the Multi-Sport Pack at no charge for 6 months or until the 
end of the regular pro football season on 1/10/27, whichever comes first. After that time, you will stop receiving the package unless you subscribe. Prices, packages, programming 
and offers subject to change without notice. Multi-Sport Package requires subscription to America’s Top 120 Plus or higher. Other restrictions may apply. Offer ends 11/11/26.


