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VALUE + KIT BUILDINGS
THE LATEST INNOVATION FROM MUELLER
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Our Value+ kits are a flexible and affordable addition to your farm,
ranch, home or business. These engineered, bolt-together, galvanized
buildings are 100% cold formed, which means lighter materials to
handle and a faster turnaround time than traditional red-iron frames.
Rest assured that your Mueller building is made right here in America
and backed by a company in business for over 90 years.
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MUELLER, INC.

METAL BUILDINGS, ROOFING & COMPONENTS

Learn more at; www.muellerinc.com
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TexasGoop Power

August 2021

08

Channel Your
Inner Scientist

Opportunities abound for Texans
to augment impactful research.

By Melissa Gaskill
Photos by Julia Robinson

ON THE COVER
Diane Wilson shows nurdles—
plastic pellets—she has
collected at the Texas coast.
Photo by Julia Robinson
ABOVE

One of the thousands of bags
Hunter Beaton has prepared
for foster youths.

Photo courtesy NRECA
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Easing Life's
Baggage

Flush with bags, a college
student finds new ways to
support foster youths
through life transitions.

By Chris Burrows
Photos by Eric Pohl
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CURRENTS

Chess Royalty

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS Rio Grande Valley chess team won
its third consecutive national championship, defeating Webster
University in April for the President’s Cup.

Our June 2012 story The Kings and Queens of Brownsville told
how young students made all the right moves to turn the U.S.’s
southernmost border town into a chess powerhouse.

Members of the UTRGV
chess team often
mentor K-12 students
in Brownsville schools.
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Contests and More

ON TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

$500 RECIPE CONTEST
Soups and Stews

FOCUS ON TEXAS PHOTOS
Bridges

POWER OF OUR PEOPLE

Know anybody as inspired and exceptional
as Hunter Beaton, featured on Page 12?
Let us know so we can shine the spotlight
on them.

August 22
National Tooth Fairy Day

The tooth fairy forks over an average of
$4.70 per visit in the U.S., a recent poll
shows. That's a far cry from the nickel
recommended more than a century ago.

The Chicago Tribune carried the first
published mention of the tooth fairy—
in 1908. Writer Lillian Brown advised
that parents might have an easier time
persuading children to have loose teeth
pulled if a “tooth fairy” left a small gift
of 5 cents under youngsters' pillows
for each tooth lost.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

CHESS BOARD: WHYFRAME | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM. CHESS PLAYERS: COURTESY UTRGV. GUMBO: UCKYO | DOLLAR PHOTO CLUB. COINS: ELBUD | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM



NUMERAL: VLUE | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM. PAINT: GARSYA | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM. SUNGLASSES: UKKI STUDIO | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

SCORE ONE
FOR THE
CO-OP

When Hereford Sports & Well-
ness took delivery of two digital
scoreboards for its soccer field
in the Panhandle town, the non-
profit community center realized
it didn't have the means to install
them.

Deaf Smith Electric Coopera-
tive did. The co-op sent a bucket
truck outfitted with an auger and
a crew of linemen, who drilled a
half-dozen 6-foot-deep holes to

securely mount the new displays.

“Books are

a uniquely

portable
magic.”

—STEPHEN KING

FINISH THIS
SENTENCE
IT'S SO HOT ...

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Tell us how you would finish that
sentence. Email your short responses
to letters@TexasCoopPower.com or
comment on our Facebook post.
Include your co-op and town. Here
are some of the responses to our
June prompt: | always laugh when

my dad...

Cool Coat

ENGINEERS HAVE CREATED the whitest paint ever—a paint
so white that building surfaces coated in it are 8 degrees
cooler than the air on a sunny day. The innovation could
reduce air conditioning demands and mitigate the effects
of climate change, Vice reports.

The new paint, developed by a team at Purdue University,
reflects 98.1% of sunlight. Researchers used barium sulfate,
a powder that’s reflective across all wavelengths of sunlight,
to pigment the new paint—unlike most white paints, which
tend to use titanium dioxide as pigment.

" |

Says rain sounds like a
cow peeing on a flat rock.
SUE BIGAY new one that sounded
SAM HOUSTON EC .

LIVINGSTON similar.

Couldn’t pronounce a
word, so he made up a

CRAIG MASSOUH
Read the comics to me— E,E;?TEESQLES EC
in different voices to
match the character.

BETTY BILLINGSLEY
VIA FACEBOOK

To see more responses,
read Currents online.
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COURTESY PEDERNALES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

TCP TALK

'That's What Co-ops Are For’
“We are blessed to have co-op
employees who persevere in
all types of weather to restore
electricity and risk their lives
to do so.”

JANE PATTERSON
BOWIE-CASS EC

TEXARKANA
Wheel Fact Fruitful Adventure
Texas Talk Man [June 2021] describes ﬁ Armed with our April

The most glorious
sight in Aransas
County after Hurri-
cane Harvey hit was
the arrival of the line-
men from all over
['That's What Co-ops
Are For," June 2021].

a trip that some of the cast of the movie
Giant took to the state fairgrounds in
Dallas in 1955, mentioning they “boarded
the soaring Texas Star” Ferris wheel.
That particular wheel was shipped over
from Europe and set up in Dallas in 1985.

William F. Culver Il Heroes all.
Farmers EC KAREN BEVERLY
Collin County VIA FACEBOOK

Jessica Ridge wrote a great story. Also,
the photo by Wyatt McSpadden of Hin-
kle leaning on the tree branch with the
horse in the background was perfect.

Larry Reese
Bluebonnet EC
Brenham

TexagGoopPowe

Rare

COURTESY PATTI TERRELL

issue, we went in search of
Alphonse and Martha Dotson
on a recent trip to the Hill
Country [The Seed Flourishes,
April 2021]. What we thought
would be a short wine tasting
turned into an afternoon

Fleeing Thought

I never realized that while the
armies of Texians and Mexi-
cans fought, many civilians
found it necessary to aban-
don everything they owned
and relocate in a hurry [The
Runaway Scrape, April 2021].
This makes me wonder what

Iwould do if that situation
arose in my lifetime.

of great memories. We left
with extraordinary stories,
exquisite wine, an auto-
graphed cover, new friends
and a promise to return.

Traveling is really about
the people you encounter
along the way.

B. Jason Epps
Trinity Valley EC
Heartland

Patti and Larry Terrell
Bowie-Cass EC

Red Lick WRITE TO US

letters@TexasCoopPower.com

Editor, Texas Co-op Power
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor
Austin, TX 78701

Please include your electric

co-op and town. Letters may
be edited for clarity and length.

@ ©® O O @ Texas Co-op Power
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TEXAS

PRECIOUS METALS

BUSINESS THE TEXAS WAY

We operate an online precious metals business as well as a

long term storage solution in our Texas Precious Metals

Depository for individual investors and IRA customers. Texas

Precious Metals maintains class 2 and class 3 equivalent

vaults in our high-security underground Texas facility which
is fully insured by Lloyd’s of London.

Since 2011, Texas Precious Metals has processed
$1 billion dollars in client transactions and earned an A+
Rating from the Better Business Bureau.

In 2014, Texas Precious Metals was recognized as the No. 1
“fastest growing Aggie-owned or Aggie-led business in the
world” by Texas A&M University, and in 2015, Inc. Magazine
named it the No. 200 Fastest Growing Private Company in

America.

You can visit us online at texmetals.com to see how we are
"Doing Business the Texas Way!"

$25 OFF

orders over $500
USE COUPON CODE:

Limit 1 per customer. Expires 12-31-2021

VISA sl We accept Visa and MasterCard.

texmetals.com

Free Shipping & Insurance

Free shipping on all orders.
Orders exceeding $1,000 ship via
UPS Next Day Air.

Fast Processing

All orders ship within 3 business days
of payment. Unlike other companies,

_ ifwe don’t have a product in stock, we

don't sell it.

No Order Minimum

Whether buying a small gift or
making a large investment, we place
no restrictions on order size.

IRA & 401K Rollovers

Investing in precious metals with a

self-directed IRA is easier than you

might think. We have the resources
necessary to make the process

: hassle-free.

Full Transparency

We proudly publish our buy and sell
prices online. We have no
salespeople, no commissions, no
gimmicks, and we will never, ever
solicit our clients.




CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT Diane Wilson has gathered millions
of nurdles—like the handful shown—in her decades as a citizen
scientist. Jace Tunnell collects nurdles near a Port Lavaca estu-
ary. Tania Homayoun, an urban conservation biologist, uploads
a picture of a turtle using the iNaturalist app.
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BY MELISSA GASKILL
PHOTOS BY JULIA ROBINSON

INnNner Scientist

Opportunities abound for Texans to augment impactful research

ictoria resident and shrimp boat captain Diane

Wilson often walks along the shoreline. She keeps a

sharp eye out, not for seashells but for small pellets
of plastic. Called nurdles, these lentil-sized bits are raw
material used for manufacturing plastics. She has found as
many as 21,000 nurdles at one time.

“They’re like little peas, or lentils, with different shapes,”
says Wilson, who reports her finds to Nurdle Patrol at the
University of Texas Marine Science Institute in Port Aransas.
This work makes her a citizen scientist—one of thousands of
people who lend their eyes, ears, hands and time to profes-
sional scientists conducting all kinds of research around
the world.

“To date, we’ve had more than 2,000 volunteers remove
more than 1.5 million nurdles from beaches spanning from
Brazil to Canada,” says Jace Tunnell, director of the Mission-
Aransas National Estuarine Research Reserve at the insti-
tute, which runs Nurdle Patrol. After a spill left nurdles all
over coastlines around Corpus Christi in September 2018,
Tunnell started a Facebook group for people to report the
pellets. Within a few weeks, posts had poured in from every
U.S. state along the Gulf of Mexico; a university in Veracruz,
Mexico; and a nonprofit on the Yucatan Peninsula. That led
him to create the full-blown citizen science project.

“If this was just a university project, three or four of us
going out and trying to figure out where nurdles are com-

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

ing from, we would never be able to do it,” Tunnell says.
“It is really the citizen scientists who are making this proj-
ect a success.”

Early Nurdle Patrol volunteers reported high concentra-
tions of pellets in bay systems along the Texas coast, where
many plastic manufacturers are located. A map created
from these reports uses warmer colors to depict higher
concentrations of pellets. “Texas and Louisiana are purple,
indicating more than 1,000 pellets found in 10 minutes,”
Tunnell says, adding that the project hopes to stop plastic
from entering the environment and to give volunteers the
opportunity to be involved in impactful work.

“You just collect a sample and estimate the count from
what you can pick up in 10 minutes,” Wilson explains. “You
don’t remove all the pellets or you'd go nuts. It’s very easy
and is a way to protect your own health as well as the bays
and wildlife.”

Nurdle Patrol, like most citizen science projects, requires
no special skill or knowledge. Some citizen science even
can be done sitting on your couch with a computer or
smartphone. The FISHstory project asks people to identify
and count fish in historical fishing photos, helping to
estimate what kinds of and how many fish people caught in
the South Atlantic during the 1940s through the 1970s. That
information supports current management of those waters.
Other couch-bound projects include transcribing historical
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documents, playing video games to show how people solve
problems and completing a survey about your dog.

Other tasks can be done just outside your door. For Globe
at Night, a worldwide map of artificial light pollution,
simply go outside after dark, use a night sky phone app to
find a designated constellation and then use a star chart to
identify the faintest star you can see nearby.

Still other projects provide the perfect excuse to go
exploring. The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s
dozen Texas Nature Trackers projects ask people to report
sightings anywhere in Texas of specific plants and animals
using the iNaturalist app. The information helps the
department understand the distribution and seasonality
of species and how they change over time.

“Every county in Texas has one assigned wildlife biolo-
gist, and it’s impossible for one individual in any given
county to keep track of all the flora and fauna,” says the
program’s Craig Hensley. “Through citizen science, we gain
information that leads to better conservation decisions.”
The projects focus on species with the greatest conserva-
tion need, such as the Texas horned lizard, whooping
cranes, monarch butterflies and milkweed, and freshwater
mussels, which are threatened by invasive species.

Lee County resident and Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative
member Linda Jo Conn, a Texas master naturalist, partici-
pates in Nature Trackers projects on milkweed and mam-
mals. “I call myself an iNaturalist addict,” Conn says. “I learn
alot. That’s one of the reasons I'm involved. I go places just
to see what I can find and am known to stop on highways.
My friends know that if 'm not waving my arms, I'm OK.”

Elaine Cowley, a Guadalupe Valley EC member who lives
in Luling, helps Nature Trackers refine data on mammals in
Texas, specifically the swamp rabbit. “I was already using
iNaturalist for some other projects, so I said yes to this
curation project,” she says. “There is so much data out there,

10 TEXAS CO-OP POWER AUGUST 2021

LEFT TO RIGHT Biologist Craig Hens-
ley examines a wing banding to

find the age of a loggerhead shrike.
Hensley helps train citizen scien-
tists to monitor target species all
over the state. He and Homayoun
attach leg bands to a loggerhead.

WEB EXTRA See what links
we have to help you contribute to
citizen science projects.

but unless it is in the right category, TPWD can’t use it.

“There are so many ways to get involved in citizen sci-
ence that don’t take a lot of time,” she adds. “It’s enjoyable
at the same time. You're outside, looking for things. It’s an
opportunity to understand what’s out there and what we
need to do to protect it or what we’re already doing but
maybe didn’t realize.”

Weather watchers can turn their interest into citizen
science as well. For six years Chris Keating of Mason has
collected data for the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail
and Snow Network, known as CoCoRaHS. At the most basic
level, volunteers report the amount of rain in their gauges
daily. Keating also submits a weekly report summarizing
conditions in his Hill Country town, the number of thun-
derclaps when there is a storm and extreme weather details
when something unusual happens, such as hail.

“I have read scientific papers that refer to CoCoRaHS, so
it is a productive project, with the data put to scientific
use,” Keating says. “You can do it on a phone app or a
computer. It’s designed for the layperson. You just have to
be able to read a rain gauge.”

A related project, the Global Learning and Observations
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to Benefit the Environment Observer Program, asks citizen
scientists to submit photographs of cloud cover.

People who live near or visit the Texas coast can use the
iSeaTurtle app to report sightings of these endangered
reptiles. The data helps scientists at Texas A&M University
map and understand their distribution.

t the Nature Conservancy’s Texas City Prairie
A Preserve, outside Houston, volunteers can photo-

graph and report plants and animals observed on
its 2,300 acres using iNaturalist. Aaron Tjelmeland, pre-
serve managetr, has tallied almost 600 species of moths
there. The project grew from his participation in the 2019
City Nature Challenge, an annual international event that
mobilizes citizen scientists to record urban biodiversity on
iNaturalist.

“That interested me in the depth and breadth of biodi-
versity here at the preserve, things other than the more
obvious birds and reptiles,” Tjelmeland says. “From moths,
it grew into the broader insect community—anything I
could take a picture of, basically.”

People come into the project in different ways. “Some are

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

You're outside, looking for things.

It's an opportunity to understand
what's out there and what we need to
do to protect it or what we're already
doing but maybe didn't realize.’

photographers and eventually want to know what they’re
taking pictures of,” Tjelmeland says. “Others are more like
me and want to know what’s in their backyard or favorite
natural area. You can just grab a camera and start snapping
pictures, even without knowing a lot initially.”

Insects can seem overwhelming in terms of sheer numbers
of species and the difficulty of identifying them. Tjelmeland
advises starting with things you are interested in, perhaps
moths or grasshoppers, and expanding from there. On the
plus side, you do not have to go far to find insects.

Volunteers at the preserve have tallied almost 2,000
species of plants and animals, including insects. “Almost
anywhere you go, biodiversity is weighted toward those
smaller things that are often overlooked but really impor-
tant in terms of ecology,” he says.

Citizen scientists contribute information needed by
scientists and project managers, providing much more
than those professionals could obtain on their own. These
contributions are equally if not more important in rural
communities, Hensley says, especially when information
is collected on private land. He notes that iNaturalist allows
users to protect the location of their reports, sharing it only
with the project and not the public.

“The more we know, the better we can be at managing
things,” Hensley says. “An animal may be more common
than we know it to be because there is good habitat on
private land holdings but no one is sharing the information.
As a result, we may be making decisions without all the
facts. Citizen science is vital to conservation efforts going
forward.” @
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Hunter Beaton has
delivered some 45,000
bags since he started
his project in 2016.

Easing
Life’s
Baggage

Flush with bags, a college student
finds new ways to support foster
youths tprougm difficult transitions



BY CHRIS BURROWS « PHOTOS BY ERIC POHL

he police cruiser barely registered
with Tim Allen when it moved past the porch
where he was meeting with a child in the foster
care system.

But the 11-year-old girl from rural Houston County noticed.

“She just started shaking,” said Allen, a volunteer for
Court Appointed Special Advocates, which assists children
in the foster care system. “And I realized that the only con-
text she’s ever had for a police officer was when her mother
was pulled over with her in the car, for a drug violation.”

Stirred by the young girl’s response, Allen wanted to do
something to help other children in her position, who may
be entering the foster care system after a traumatic police
encounter.

He knew who could bring his idea to life.

Hunter Beaton started Day 1 Bags in 2016, after his own
foster siblings arrived at the Beaton house in Boerne with
their belongings in trash bags. “How awful is that?” Beaton
told Texas Co-op Power in July 2018. “No kid deserves this.”

In the five years since, what started as an Eagle Scout
project with $10,000 in community donations for 15-year-old
Beaton has become a full-fledged independent nonprofit that
has delivered some 45,000 locally made duffel bags to chil-
dren in foster care in 22 states. The premise is simple: Give
those kids a reason to smile and something to call their own.
Beaton, 20, now serves as CEO of the organization while he
studies at the University of Texas at Austin, even spending his
spring break meeting with police agencies and donors, look-
ing over the finances, and crafting social media strategy.

“We are continuing to do our main mission: providing
backpacks and luggage for foster children and at-risk youth
who are moving from home to home,” Beaton said. “So
many youth have been moved around so much—so to have
something they can keep, that is really nice and to put any
belongings inside really means so much to them.”

But now Day 1 Bags is expanding its reach, partnering with
advocates like Allen to help more children and shine a light on
lesser-known issues faced by youths in the foster system.

“I never envisioned it taking off like it did,” said Paula
Beaton, Hunter’s mom and a member of Bandera Electric
Cooperative. “And it’s overwhelming at times. I mean, we’ll
have boxes arrive, and my husband’s like, ‘Ugh, another
set of boxes’—and we never intended for our house to be
a warehouse.

“But honestly, every quarter I ask Hunter, ‘Do you want
to keep doing this?” And he says, ‘Absolutely.” ”

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Serenity Packs
ith bags supplied by Hunter Beaton and dona-
tions from Houston County businesses, Allen
created packs of snacks, activities and other
items designed to comfort children caught up in police
incidents—especially in rural areas, where family members
or Child Protective Services may be miles away.

“It could be 30, 40 minutes, and they don’t know what’s
going on; there’s lights flashing, and the officer has to take
care of an accident scene or an arrest,” said Allen, who is
president of the Texas Council of Child Welfare Boards, in
which capacity he met Beaton in 2017, and a member of
Houston County EC.

To equip police vehicles with bags for children, Allen
worked with nearby departments, who were enthusiastic
about the A Serenity Activity Packs, or ASAP bags, as he
called them. Beaton was too, and his bags, sourced from
Boerne-based Flying Circle Gear, were a perfect match.

“It seems odd maybe to have a bag full of toys and trin-
kets in a patrol car, but from what I've heard, the police
officers love it,” Beaton said. “It’s something that can build
a little bit of trust.”

Since January, ASAP bags have spread from Houston
County to more than 30 police agencies in Texas—a total
0f 2,500 bags.

“It just kind of took off,” Allen said. “One county after the
next—about every week or two we’ll hear about a new
county implementing it.”

Adopt a Senior
llie Grace Graves knows how life can be different
for foster children because she was one before she
was adopted as a 6-year-old.

“I had to grow up a lot faster than the average child,” said
the native of Lone Star, in northeast Texas. “I was doing the
dishes, getting on the church bus, roaming around town by
myself before I was 4 years old.”

That was on Graves’ mind in 2020 as she was set to gradu-
ate from high school. She had her family to celebrate with
but knew that more than 500 graduating high school stu-
dents still in foster care in Texas would not.

She wanted to help and reached out to someone she
knew could bring her idea to life: Hunter Beaton.

“Most high school students have someone to celebrate
their graduation with,” Graves said. “We want that to be the
case for every foster youth in Texas.”

Graves and Beaton teamed up to send duffel bags full of
goodies, including personalized letters, to each graduate still
in foster care. Donors “adopt” a senior through the program.

About 1,200 foster youths in Texas turn 18 each year
without being reunited with their birth family or adopted.
More than a quarter of them exit the system without a high
school diploma or stable housing, and nearly half are
unemployed, according to Texas CASA.

“When I first started, I was so focused on the younger side of
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things, toddlers and children, that I completely overlooked high
school,” Beaton said. “So now we’re doing our best to help.”
Beaton expanded the program this year, outfitting all 562
graduates in the class of 2021 with a vital documents bag,
gift cards, reusable water bottles and other items.
“Just so they have something to celebrate their gradua-
tion with,” he said.

Riding to the Challenge
few years ago, when Beaton was preparing to get
his driver’s license, he didn’t want to drive a vehi-
cle with an automatic transmission. That would
be too easy.

“Iwanted to test in a stick shift,” he said. “So I practiced
a lot, burned out my dad’s clutch but ended up being able
to pass the driver’s test. I like big challenges like that.”

That same ethic is visible in Beaton’s commitment to
foster children. Being named the Texas Veterans of Foreign
Wars Scout of the Year and winning a Congressional Gold
Medal for his work was just the start.

“There’s always going to be a need,” Beaton said. “I want
to continue to grow and do new things and make Day 1 Bags
incredibly influential for these youth.”

It’s still a family effort behind him with Paula (his “top
pusher and supporter,” he said) as treasurer; his sister
Hailey as social media guru; and his dad, Kevin, serving on
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LEFT Comal County sheriff's
deputies carry ASAP bags in
their cruisers. BELow Beaton
loads boxes from Flying Circle
Gear, the Boerne company that
makes the bags, into his family’s
van for delivery.

m HOW TO HELP Visit
day1bags.org/donate to help
Hunter Beaton further his
mission.

the board. The Beatons’ Hill
Country neighbors also have
kept up their support.

“People think it’s the corporate
donors who do all the heavy
lifting, but it’s really all the $10,
$20, $50 donations here and
there that really build it up,”
Beaton said. “People are just so
generous.”

He said he plans to continue
his nonprofit work after college,
where he’s studying communica-
tions and leadership. And while
he accomplished more than most
on spring break this year, Beaton
still made time for the former
foster children in his life—his own siblings, who started it all.

They played board games, basketball and tennis. “It’s fun
to come back home and be around kids,” he said. “They
aren’t so serious and make you laugh a lot.” @

POWER OF OUR PEOPLE
To nominate a co-op member
who makes a difference in your
community, email details to
people@texascooppower.com.
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is National Replacement Window
Month at Renewal by Andersen”

2 N
5

Call before August 31°!!

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL'SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

Get Get Why did we declare August

$270 | $780 T B
OFF OFF

even though the summer is
hot, that doesn’t mean you
with Payments have to live with the heat inside
every window' every door’
2 o /o now can help make your home
Save an EXNT} RA g% Interest cooler during the summer—and

your home, too. Replacing
just a few windows or a door
on your entire order‘ 'FOI' 1 warmer in the winter.
year

Why Renewal by Andersen?

« Renewal by Andersen is the full-service replacement
window division of Andersen, a 118-year-old family-owned
company with a reputation for excellence in window and
door craftsmanship.

« Our exclusive composite Fibrex® windows are not only
beautiful, they’re remarkably strong, offer superior energy
efficiency and require minimal maintenance.**

- Our factory-trained Certified Master Installers have years
of experience installing only windows and doors, and
they'll treat you and your home with the utmost respect.

Call to schedule your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

Austin San Antonio

RENEWAL CERTIFIED - - _ _
b ANDERSEN MEASTER 512-298-1858 210-961-9990
rseicwmoowesooriener  INSTALLER Dallas/Fort Worth

469-606-5229 TopWindowSolution.com

'Offer not available in all areas. Discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to purchase of 3 or more windows and/or patio doors. Cannot be combined with other
offers. Initial contact for a free Window and Door Diagnosis must be made and documented on or before 8/31/21, with the appointment then occurring no more than 10 days after the initial contact. No payments
and deferred interest for 12 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Not all customers may qualify. No Finance Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months.
Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only, and all financing is provided by third-party
lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender. Central Texas Windows & Doors LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of
Austin and San Antonio. North Texas Windows & Doors LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Dallas/Fort Worth and West Texas. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen
Corporation. ©2021 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2021 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *National Replacement Window Month is not a Congressionally-approved designation. **See limited
warranty for details at https://www.renewalbyandersen.com/homeowner-help/warranty. All sales, marketing and installation of windows is conducted by Renewal by Andersen of Austin and San
Antonio, and by Renewal by Andersen of Dallas/Fort Worth and West Texas. All are independently owned and operated affiliates operating in TX.




The Biggest Event

Actual size
is 40.6 mm

In Silver Dollar History!

The American Silver Eagle has been
the most popular silver coin on
the planet since its introduction in
1986. Its beautiful, iconic design inspires
collectors, and investors love it because
it’s struck in one full ounce of 99.9% fine
silver, and guaranteed for weight and
fineness by the U.S. Government. Now
in 2021, for the first time ever, the coin’s
design is changing.

The Most Important Coins
in the Modern Era

When President Ronald Reagan signed
the Liberty Coin Act into law, he didn’t
know American Eagles would have the
impact they’ve had, year after year. The
coins were so popular that between 1986
and 2020, over 535 million were struck.
That’s more than HALF A BILLION
coins, easily making Silver Eagles the
most bought coins in the world. Hugely
popular now, Silver Eagles may soon
become even more popular!

Collectors Crave Firsts
Collectors covet coins with Key Dates.
Key Dates mark significance in a coin’s
history...firsts, lasts, lowest mintage,

new finishes and new designs. Now, for
the first time in over three-and-a-half
decades, the Silver Eagle is getting a

new design, leading to a historic “first”
unlike anything we’ve seen. The iconic
Heraldic Eagle reverse is being replaced by
a beautiful new “Eagle Landing” design.
This is arguably a bigger deal than even
the actual introduction of the coin because
there’s so much more interest now than in
1986, with investors and collectors!

If You Knew Then What
You Know Now...

If you’d had a crystal ball in 1986, you
undoubtedly would have grabbed every
Silver Eagle you could get. Those coins
in uncirculated condition continue to be
sought-after. Now you’re getting another
chance to land a big Silver Eagle first, a
Key Date. Additionally, since these newly
designed Silver Eagles are only being
released during the second half of 2021,
it’s quite possible this will be one of the
lowest mintages we’ve seen. That’s
significant because it could make 2021
a DOUBLE Key Date, with both a new
design and a low mintage. Demand for
these coins is already sky-high, but if that

GovMint.com = 14101 Southcross Dr. W., Suite 175, Dept. NRE126-02 = Burnsville, MN 55337

happens, watch out! No one can predict
the future value of silver, but many
Americans are rushing to stock up, for
themselves, and their loved ones.

Don’t Wait, Order Now!
Buy More and Save!
Don’t wait another 35 years! Get your
2021 new design Silver Eagles in Brilliant
Uncirculated (BU) condition by calling
1-888-201-7639 right now, and using the
offer code below. Buy more, save more!

New Design 2021 American Eagle
Silver Dollar BU

1-3 Coins-  $44.95 ea. + s/h

4-9 Coins-  $44.75 ea. + FREE SHIPPING
10-19 Coins- $44.50 ea.+ FREE SHIPPING
20+ Coins-  $43.95 ea. + FREE SHIPPING

FREE SHIPPING on 4 or More!

Limited time only. Product total over $149 before
taxes (if any). Standard domestic shipping only.
Not valid on previous purchases.

Call today toll-free for fastest service

1-888-201-7639

Offer Code NRE126-02

Please mention this code when you call.

s GOVMINT.COM®

GovMint.com® is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affiliated with the U.S. government. The collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk.
GovMint.com reserves the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, figures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of
publication but may change significantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms and Conditions (www.govmint.com/terms-conditions
or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2021 GovMint.com. All rights reserved.



ADVANCED DIGITAL,
HEARING AID
TECHNOLOGY

Now Rechargeable!

Reg: $599-98-

Only 52994

Each When You Buy a Pair - LIMITED TIME ONLY!

“l was amazed! Sounds | hadn’t

. i 1
How can a rechargeable hearing heard in years _"aD'Zf v‘Ja‘éﬂ?n IaZB-TX
aid that costs only $29999 . :

be every bit as good as one that sells CHARGE ~rnicir AND GO AL pay
for $2,400 or more?

NOW WATER RESISTANT
\

©

The answer: Although tremendous strides have
been made in Advanced Digital Hearing Aid
Technology, those cost reductions have not been
passed on to you. Until now...

The MDHearingAid® VOLT+ uses the same
kind of Advanced Digital RECHARGEABLE
Hearing Aid Technology incorporated into hearing
aids that cost thousands more at a small

fraction of the price. 30-Hour Battery Life  Water Resistant to 3 Feet
Over 600,000 satisfied MDHearingAid

customers agree: High-quality, digital,
FDA-registered rechargeable hearing Limited Time BONUS OFFER
aids don’t have to cost a fortune. The factis, | Additional Charging Case
you don’t need to spend thousands for

a hearing aid. MDHearingAid is a medical-
grade, digital, rechargeable hearing aid

\ Charging Case )

offering sophistication and high performance, If you are not completely satisfied with
and works right out of the box with no time- your MDHearingAids, return them
consuming “adjustment” appointments. within 45 days for a FULL REFUND!

You can contact a licensed hearing specialist

conveniently online or by phone — even _
after your purchase at no cost. No other 1 -800-905-3202 o
company provides such extensive support. Bearly InSRNE
Now that you know...why pay more? www.MDVolt.com

MDHearingAid” Use Code RY78 5 Avnme
DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOG%T TESTED | FDA REG?TERED and get FREE Shlpplng

BUSINESS




Comanche Electric

Cooperativ

ergy

CONTACT US

349 Industrial Blvd.
Comanche, TX 76442
Toll-Free 1-800-915-2533
Web ceca.coop

General Manager
Alan Lesley

Board of Directors
Randy Denning, District 1
Pete McDougal, District 2
Ruby Solomon, District 3
Monty Carlisle, District 4
Troy Stewart, District 5
Loren Stroebel, District 6
Phil Taylor, District 7

2 4 /7 CECA crews are
available 24/7 in
I

the event of a power

Outage quality issue.
Hotline TOLL-FREE

800-915-2533

ABOUT COMANCHE EC

CECA operates in Brown, Callahan,
Comanche, Eastland, Mills, Shackelford
and Stephens counties.

OFFICE LOCATIONS

Headquarters

349 Industrial Blvd.

Comanche, TX 76442
Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Early

1801 CR 338

Early, TX 76801

Monday, Wednesday and Friday,

7:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m., closed from 1-2 p.m.

Eastland

1311 W. Main St.

Eastland, TX 76448

Tuesday and Thursday, 8 a.m.—4 p.m.

VISIT US ONLINE
ceca.coop

MESSAGE
FROM
GENERAL
MANAGER

ALAN
LESLEY

Growing Up
Co-op

| LOVE THE FEELING of being able to walk into my
favorite locally owned shop, restaurant or store
knowing that its profit, product and labor can have
positive impacts on my community. The spirit of
Main Street is embodied in these local businesses,
just asitisin CECA.

Electric co-ops are as local and community cen-
tered as they come. Founded as a means for bring-
ing electricity to communities that didn’t interest
profit-seeking investor-owned utilities, electric
co-ops have been a cornerstone of community
and economic development in rural America and
beyond for decades.

That feeling I get when I frequent local businesses
in our community is the same feeling I get when I
walk into work at the co-op every day. It’s a feeling
of pride. I'm proud to be part of an organization that
serves the community where we live instead of a
group of shareholders who may never set foot in our
service territory.

Living on co-op lines is more than just knowing
there are people out there working to bring you safe,
reliable and affordable electric service. Living on
co-op lines is an investment in our community and
its members.

You see, CECA is a not-for-profit business. When
we make more money than we need to keep the
lights on safely, affordably and reliably, we return it
to our members (that’s you!) in the form of capital
credits. This means that after all co-op expenses
are paid, any additional money we earn goes back
into our community, instead of into a shareholder’s
pocket—which is pretty great.

And because we are owned by you, our mem-
bers, we have a vested interest in making sure our
community prospers. We do this by investing in
economic development and community service
projects and programs.

I hope that you view CECA not just as your elec-
tric utility provider but as a local business that
brings pride and prosperity to our community. If
you’re interested in learning about how we keep the
lights on and more, please stop by the co-op or give
us a call. We love being a part of this community,
and we hope you feel the same way. @

COMANCHE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION



ENTER IN YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A

§700 I GV

SIGN UP FOR E-BILLING
TO BE ENTERED IN EACH
MONTH’S DRAWING

[ONEIWINNERYE YR Y4
MON IOV GH
DECEMBLERY

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

National Root Beer Float Day
Friday, August 6

National Relaxation Day
Sunday, August 15

National Heroes Day
Monday, August 23

Kiss and Make Up Day
Wednesday, August 25
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BY MAEGAN WELLS

WE ALL KNOW TEXAS SUMMER DAYS are long and hot. When
Iwas a child, my great-grandmother, Ruth Caffey, always had
fresh fruit in her home in Sidney, which meant fresh desserts
anytime you visited—or maybe that was just a special treat
for her great-granddaughter. Regardless, it was always a sweet
treat to spend time with her. And one very special treat that
sticks out was her homemade, fresh peach ice cream.

I can still remember its perfect amount of peaches paired
with just the right amount of cream. It’s a taste one can’t forget!

When I researched the most popular Texas summer treats, I
quickly learned that what I thought was a hidden gem is actu-
ally loved statewide. I reached out to my dad for a recipe that I
hadn’t seen since I was 6 years old.

Coming from a family of history buffs, I felt the urge to share
this tradition with Oliver, my son. Unfortunately for him, I
didn’t inherit the baking gene Ruth had. I wasn’t going to let
that stop me from giving it the old college try, though. After all,
what I cherished most about those days eating peach ice cream
with my great-grandmother was just being with her. Truth be
told, even if she had made the most unappetizing dessert, I
would have thought it was the most magical thing I had ever
tasted—just because she always let me lend a helping hand.

In July 1940, Ruth and my great-grandfather, Burton Caffey,
moved into their freshly built rock house in Sidney. I can
imagine what a relief it was to have their own home, since they
had lived in a renovated 20-by-40-foot chicken house on a
neighboring property while the new house was being built.

Soon after moving in, the couple planted a number of peach
trees, which produced a great deal of fruit by 1950. When I
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Traditions
Sweet as

asked Stewart Caffey, the son of Ruth and Burton, why they
chose to plant peach trees, he said, “Mom picked peach trees
to plant because the house where [her parents, Bob and Vera
Stewart,] lived had peach trees, so she really wanted her family
to have peach trees at the new farm, too.” For the next 20-plus
years, peaches were a staple of the Caffey household.

Stewart recalled a number of “peach parties” to clean and
preserve the freshly picked fruit. These parties quickly turned
into a family affair. Stewart’s grandparents, aunts, uncles and
everyone in between would come to help him and his parents
stock the freezer. The family all pitched in to peel peaches,
remove their seeds and cut the fruit into chunks to prepare for

Ruth and Burton Caffey's 1940 rock house in Sidney, where they raised
their two children.

COMANCHE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION



freezing. Ruth stored hundreds of small plastic bags of cut-up
peaches in the freezer to ensure they had frozen fruit on hand
year-round.

When the kids couldn’t wait for peach desserts to be made,
Stewart said, they would mash up the freshly chunked peaches,
sprinkle some sugar on top and indulge in the peach purée.
And if they were lucky, they might get to indulge while the ice
cream was being made.

Stewart and his son, Michael, both recall sitting on the ice
cream freezer to aid in the cranking process. When the bucket
started shaking, the kids knew it was their time to shine. They
would grab a towel, fold it up to make a good cushion and sit
right on top until whichever lucky adult was finished cranking.

To this day, Michael Caffey swears that was the best ice
cream he’s ever had. He has long since taken over the role of
making Ruth’s peach ice cream, but nothing compares to the
hand-cranked ice cream of the past. That tradition continued
until around 1980, when the original peach trees began to die
off. Ruth and Burton then planted 10 more trees and began the
process all over again—this time with the help of their grown
kids and the grandkids that had been added to the clan.

Iwanted to return to my favorite tradition with my own
little boy. My husband is from De Leon, and the De Leon
Peach and Melon Festival runs deep in his blood—something
that he has passed down to Oliver. We should have known
we were going to raise a peach-loving boy with histories like
ours. Making homemade peach ice cream is the perfect way to
begin blending our family traditions. Peach season in Texas
runs from mid-May through August, giving us plenty of time
to indulge in all the sweet treats we can think of, as long as we
can find the peaches to make them.

I had two concerns when deciding to go on the hunt for
fresh peaches. One was where I was going to find them in

Stewart and Michael Caffey recall many occasions spent sitting on an
old-fashioned, hand-cranked ice cream freezer like this one.

Comanche County, and the other related to the heartache and
damage wreaked by the winter storm. I was afraid it might
have ruined the chance of a good crop.

I called upon our AgriLife county extension agent, Michael
Berry, for insight. In the 1950s, Hiram Smith ran a family fruit

CECA.COOP + 1-800-915-2533

farm in De Leon that was the largest in the state. Since then,
Comanche County has become known for its late frost, signifi-
cantly curtailing the county’s peach crops. According to U.S.
Department of Agriculture acreage numbers from the past 24
years, peach orchard production in Texas has declined 72%,
Berry said. Texas was down to only 2,700 peach orchard acres
in 2017.

Fortunately for Comanche County, the Sorrells family has
braved the weather time and time again to provide peaches for

3
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Sorrells points out one of the many peaches hit by hail during storms
in May and June. As the peach grows, the damage from the hail grows
with it.

all to enjoy. Kinley Sorrells graciously took me out to his orchard
to let me see firsthand what peach farmers are dealing with.

“Idon’t think the freeze hurt us. It’s the hail, the weather
after that freeze, that’s hurt us,” Sorrells said, as he pulled a
pinged peach from a branch. He showed me multiple peaches
with hail damage, along with a couple of peach trees that look
like they were in the path of a small tornado. 2021 has deliv-
ered storm after storm for these farmers.

As we made our way through the orchard, Sorrells spoke
about his family business and the process of harvesting the
peaches and getting them to stores. Clearly there was so much
more to farming than I ever knew, as so much of what he shared
was new and fascinating to me. I caught myself making mental
notes of all the things I wanted to share with Oliver. In the world
of a 3-year-old, peaches come from the store, not miles from our
house in the middle of a field. As Sorrells said, “Unless some-
body has told them, how are they going to know?”

When it came time to make the famous peach ice cream, I
enlisted a fellow Comanche resident, Brooke Lampman, who
also married into the De Leon farming community, and her
2-year-old son, McLane, to help me out. She and I are each
raising boys who have a thirst for getting dirty, farming and,
most of all, sugar. While the boys entertained themselves with
tractors and dinosaurs, Lampman and I had our own peach
party. Once we had the peaches prepared, the madness com-
menced.

With our helpers’ young ages, I'm sure you can imagine
what it was like having those two involved. More ingredients
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“Unless somebody has
told them, how are they
going to know?”

—Kinley Sorrells

might have ended up on the floor than in the ice cream con-
tainer, but we accomplished exactly what I'd hoped: We had a
lot of laughs, shared a lot of knowledge and, most importantly,
made a wonderful memory.

As we explained why the pictures we were looking at
“looked funny”—weren’t in color—I realized what a lost
art the entire process is. These kids will never know sitting
around in a circle, peeling peaches with their family, folding a
towel to keep their bottom from freezing or the hand cramps
that come with churning, well, anything. Sorrells’ words came
back to me: “Unless somebody has told them, how are they
going to know?”

With so much of history ultimately forgotten, I hope that
doing our part to keep family traditions alive, in our small cor-
ner of the world, is enough to salvage part of it. I hope we can
instill in the next generation the belief that hard work leads to
rewards—Ilike peeling those peaches for the ice cream—that
the struggles faced before us lead to the lives we have now,
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Oliver enjoys helping me make peach ice cream.
He stirred in whipping cream, threw some peaches
in the freezer and was the official taste tester.

and that hard times always pass.

Creating and maintaining traditions keeps us rooted in our
family and community. Take the time to have a peach party
with friends and family and go to the Peach and Melon Fes-
tival to enable younger generations to experience a piece of
your childhood—anything to keep your own history alive. One
day, those experiences might become a cherished memory as
well. Wrapping up a towel to sit on the machine to make ice
cream might be a thing of the past, but gathering as a family to
create something all will enjoy is timeless. ®

COMANCHE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION
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I want to thank Kinley Sorrells and Stewart Caffey for providing
so much knowledge and history for this story. If you’re looking
for delicious peaches, be sure to stop by Sorrells Farms in
Comanche. They sell all their homegrown produce, home
decor, clothing and more all in their centrally located store.

A

DEBBISMIRNOFF | ISTOCK.COM

Fresh Peach Loaf

CAKE

2 cups flour

12 cups sugar

2 eggs

12 teaspoons baking soda

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1 teaspoon salt

2 cups peaches, mashed

/s cup peach juice, reserved from
mashed peaches

TOPPING
s cup light brown sugar
/s cup chopped pecans

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

Butter and flour a tube pan or a
9-by-13-inch baking pan.

2.Cc AKE Combine all cake ingredients
in a large mixing bowl and beat thor-
oughly to combine. Pour the batter into
the prepared pan.

3. TOPPING Inasmall bowl, combine
the brown sugar and chopped pecans.
Sprinkle the topping onto the cake.

4, Bake about 40 minutes, until the cake
is springy to the touch and a toothpick
inserted in the middle comes out clean.

Find this and more delicious recipes
online at TexasCoopPower.com.

Ruth Caffey's peach ice cream recipe that has been passed down
generation after generation.
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A School Was Here

Memory lane leads to an abandoned Piney Woods schoolyard created by the Rosenwald Fund

BY CYNTHIA MATLOCK ¢« ILLUSTRATION BY DAVID VOGIN

WHEN | WAS A CHILD in 1968, my father and I
visited the abandoned schoolyard of our Cherokee
County community of Green Chapel. Near the
collapsing schoolhouse, we found a timeworn and
rusty iron swingset laying on its side. Even now,

I can imagine children running across the play-
ground, safely insulated from the cares of the world.

That schoolhouse, tucked into the East Texas
Piney Woods off Cary Lake Road, had been the
beneficiary of funds from the Julius Rosenwald
Fund, a foundation that helped schools in African
American communities.

The school sat about 9 miles west of Jacksonville in a
community of impoverished African American farm-
ing families who lived more or less self-sufficiently.

Cherokee County records indicate the Green
Chapel community’s church, Brisby Chapel, was
founded December 11, 1881. As was true in many
rural African American communities, the church
building was where the community met for worship
on Sunday and held school Monday through Friday.
Eventually they built a one-room schoolhouse.

Times were hard, and these farming families—
usually with several children—did not have money
to repair the school’s leaking roof, holes in the floor
and broken windowpanes. It was a challenge just to
purchase books for the students. In the early 1920s,
the community decided one possible solution was
to seek funding for a school. They targeted the
Julius Rosenwald Fund, established in 1917 by the
philanthropist and businessman of the same name
who was one of the owners of Sears, Roebuck and Co.

Rosenwald partnered with African American ed-
ucator and activist Booker T. Washington to create
the fund for the chief purpose of improving educa-
tion for Black people. Between 1910 and 1930, the
fund contributed to more than 5,000 buildings for
Black students across 15 Southern states. Local
school boards had to approve the new schools first,
then the communities had to raise matching funds
and assist with the construction labor.

The schools created memories for those who
attended. Clara Brown, 96, a former Green Chapel
student, says, “We’d pack our lunch of biscuit and rib-
bon cane syrup. Or cornbread dressing in a jar. Put it
in a syrup bucket or shoebox and head off to school.
Then we’d cut through the woods, around our neigh-
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bor’s fields, being real careful not to step on his crop.”

When I complained about my own school, my
father often reminded me “to jus’ be thankful”
because he had to walk 2 miles to Green Chapel
school, even when it snowed.

We confirmed that distance when we found a clus-
ter of sagging houses, one of which belonged to his
family, about 2 miles northwest of the school.

The then-crumbling schoolhouse that Clara
Brown attended at Green Chapel was a white, two-
room building. The lower grades were on the left and
the upper grades on the right, and each room had a
wood-burning stove for heat. When the children
completed the eight grades taught in the country
school, they faced the dilemma of deciding which
Black high school they would attend.

“My ninth grade year, I went to Jacksonville ISD.
Then the next year, I went to Neches ISD,” says Ollie
Chandler, a former Green Chapel student.

“The teachers either stayed with a family in the
community, or they rented themselves a house
in the area. Keep teachers from driving back and
forth,” Brown said. “Lots of days, we missed school
because we had to gather the crops, then you'd get
behind in ya classwork.”

After farming families moved away from the
community in the 1950s, the Green Chapel school
was consolidated with Jacksonville ISD.

When my husband and I visited the schoolyard
with our son in 2020, untrammeled foliage and
small trees covered everything. The chia-chia calls
of birds interrupted the quiet of the woods. My
heart shrank because I couldn’t see that anything
remained of the building. But as I turned to leave,

I stumbled upon a piece of concrete. Kicking the
leaves off, I discovered it was the school’s old well
cover. And there was still one leg of the swingset. I
quickly yanked out my phone and snapped pictures.

After leaving the peaceful countryside that day,

I recalled how my older relatives often reminisced
about the “village feeling” they had in those Rosen-
wald community schools.

I left smiling, thinking of how those brave school-
age children and their families persevered in receiving
an education at Green Chapel—even way out there. @
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THE BEST TRAVEL INSURANCE
WAS CREATED BY SCIENCE

Over. 11 carats of worry-free elegance for just $79

exquisite details,
bracelet s| nis
_not exact size.

ccording to NBC news.com there are five scientifically-
Aproven benefits of travel: improves health, relieves stress,
enhances creativity, boosts happiness and lowers the likelihood
of depression. When traveling, don’t risk these great benefits
worrying about losing or breaking expensive jewelry or messing
with the hassles and costs of insurance. You're supposed to be
destressing right?

Sure you could wear a $6,000 bracelet, and cry for days when
it goes missing after a particularly festive mamba line at the
resort swimming pool. Or, you could wear something equally
as stunning that puts a lot less pressure on you to stay on
your toes.

The Stress-Free Glamour Bracelet Collection features dressed
up sterling silver tennis bracelets that sparkle with all the beauty

Diamond Aura*
=

PRAISE FOR
of emeralds, rubies and sapphires, but DIAMONDAURA®
without the steep price. The Ultimate S0 e S e
Diamond Alternative™, DiamondAwura® and the play of light

has all the fire, clarity and glamour of
the world’s best mined gemstones. In
fact, because these stones are created in

. .. . .n_ —D.D. from
pristine conditions, you have the scientific

.. . Columbus, OH

advantage of achieving near perfection.
An 11 carat emerald and diamond bracelet that looks this good
would set you back over $6,000. The Stress-Free Glamour
Bracelet has a much more relaxing price of $79.

on DiamondAura®
beats any diamond!”

So, whether you’re celebrating on the road or in your home
town, arm yourself with over eleven carats of worry-free
elegance and live life to its fullest without emptying your wallet.

Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. Enjoy the
incomparable sparkle of the Stress-Free Glamour Bracelet
Collection for 30 days. If you aren’t perfectly happy, send it
back for a full refund of the item price.

Stress-Free Glamour Bracelet Collection
A. Emerald Green Bracelet (11 % ctw) $399- $79t + S&P Save $320
B. Ruby Red Bracelet (11 % ctw)
C. Sapphire Blue Bracelet (11 % ctw) $399- $79t + S&P Save $320
Set of All 3 Bracelets -$4197 $158 + s&p

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: GBC238-02

$399- $79% + S&P Save $320

2

Rating of A+

¢ The Ultimate Diamond Alternative®, DiamondAura® ¢ Rose gold-finished .925 sterling silver settings ¢ 7 4”’; box clasp
1 Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code.

Stauer® 14101 Southcross prive W., Ste 155, Dept. GBC238-02, Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 Www.Stauer.com
Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.®



MARKETPLACE

SPECIAL OFFER FOR NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

YES Please send me the following:
oY | DESCRIPTION PRICE ToTAL
56-Coin Quarter Set (imit 3) |$29.95

Display Folder, $2.95
SAVE 25%
(reg $3:95)

vate Y JNG A
Uncirculated Lincoln "Shield" Cent| FREE!

Shipping | FREE!
Sales Tax | FREE!
TOTAL $

Now! Cpiéte National Park |
Quarter Set Only $29.95!

Don’t miss out! The final coin has been released and

quantities are limited for these Uncirculated Complete 56-Coin sets!
The first coin in this set was issued in 2010.

ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED WITHIN 30 DAYS
1 O Check payable to Littleton Coin Co.
I Charge my: [ VISA O MasterCard
! O American Express [ Discover

Dm[D/ng

: Card #:
1
You'll also receive a handpicked trial selection 1 l [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ l
* FREE Shipping! of fascinating coins from our No-Obligation ,
- FREE Gift: Coins-on-Approval Service, from which 1 Name
Uncirculated Lincoln ~ you may purchase any or none of the coins H
"Shield" Cent — return balance in 15 days — with option to : Address Aptit
cancel at any time. 1
: City State Zip
1
1 E-Mail

A Littleton
‘ Coin Company®

Serving Collectors Since 1945

Mail Coupon Now!
For Faster Service, Visit
LittletonCoin.com/Specials

Please mail coupon to:

Dept. 6MZ458

W‘ Littleton Coin Co.
1309 Mt. Eustis Rd
Littleton NH 03561-3737

Common obverse
shown actual size

©2021 LCC, Inc.

PERMA-ROOF
/7 SouthernyBuilders
Steel Mobile

[Flome Roojfing

Bank C.D.’s Due?
CALL US NOW

1-800-359-434

aRi-LA-Tex

SHOP BUILDERS

“"WE GOTCHA COVERED™
SHOPS - BARNS - CABINS + WWW.SHOPSBUILT.COM

830-730-0515

TEXAS
TOLL-FREE
www.mattsonfinancialservices.com

BLAKE MATTSON, CFP™
00 Bosque, 4th Floo o, TX 76710

High¥enexsyabillX

Roefirtinble?

‘n ey

OBILE HOME

! Gt ROOFOVER
- SYSTEMS

Contact us at 800.633.8969
or roofover.com

Al C.IVs are insured to §250,000 per institution by the F.OLC.
All C.I.'s are subject to availability. Secarities offered
thru Bignal Becurities, Inc., Member FINRA/BIPC
00 Throckmorton, Fr. Worth, TX 76102 {317 8T7 3

WE PAY TOP PRICES FOR COLLECTIBLES
Coins * Banknotes * Gold & Silver Jewelry & Scrap

Hillsboro Farmers Market

May 1—October 30
Every Saturday
8a.m.—1p.m.

Location: West side of
Hill County Courthouse

Vintage Costume Jewelry » Watches ¢ Stamps
Tokens ¢ Historical Documents ¢ Other Collectibles
TEXAS BUYERS GROUP « FREDERICKSBURG, TX

All transactions private, confidential & secure.

830-997-6339 ¢ rzcoins@twc.com

] -
BUILDINGS OF ALL SIZES

Shops - Garages - Barns - Equipment Sheds - Barndominiums

WE MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE!

Price includes alllabor and materials with 4" steel reinforced concrete slab with moisture barrier, one.
10"x10" heavy duty roll up door, one 3 foot steel entry door, concrete aprons, electric stub *(Dirt may be extra)

Advertise in Texas Co-op Power Marketplace
Elaine Sproull (512) 486-6251
advertising@TexasCoopPower.com

Marketplace

Across Town | Across Texas
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Stauer Collector’s Series

FREE $99 Binoculars
With Knife Purchase

(see details)

Not shown
- actual size.

BONUS! Call today and you’ll also
receive this heavy duty sheath!

Beautifully made, magnificent to look at, this knife is a work of art at only $99

It’s not often you happen upon a blade smith who has gem
cutting skills. In fact, you stand a better chance finding

a needle in a haystack. But finding needles in haystacks is
what we do best, so when we saw this master craftsman’s
handiwork, we made certain to procure some of these
Southwestern masterpieces to complete our collection.

The stainless steel blade, bolster and pommel are exquisitely
etched and would have looked great with a less ambitious
handle. But the results of overachieving are stunning here.
The turquoise-blue colored handle is ablaze with assorted
stones like jasper, marble, sunstone, and coral that have been
hand cut and inlaid in a Southwestern motif that conjures
images of intricately beaded belts
and moccasins.

Whether you collect blades,
interesting stones, or are a lover of
the great American Southwest, the
Sedona Knife is more than cut
out to do the job.

EXCLUSIVE

FREE

Stauer® 8x21
Compact
Binoculars

But we don’t stop there. While -a $99 value-

supplies last, we'll include a pair
of $99, 8x21 power compact
binoculars @nd a genuine leather
sheath FREE when you purchase
the Sedona Knife.

Your satisfaction is 100%
guaranteed. Feel the knife in

with purchase of
the Sedona Knife

“...Native American knives have since taken on a more
artistic meaning in the modern era...these decorative

style knives have become a must-have for

What customers are saying about
Stauer knives...

1 8. 0.8 & ¢

“Very hefty, well-built knife and sheath.
Extremely good-looking and utilitarian.”
— R., Lacey, Washington

your hands, wear it on your hip, inspect the impeccable
craftsmanship of the Sedona Knife. If you don’t feel like we
cut you a fair deal, send it back within 30 days for a complete
refund of the item price.

Limited Reserves. You could pay nearly $1,900 for a

steel, fixed blade knife with a gemstone handle, but why
would you when you can enjoy the superb craftsmanship
of the Sedona Knife for only $99. Don’t let this beauty slip
through your fingers. Call today!

Sedona Knife $179*
Offer Code Price Only $99 + S&P Save $80

1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: SEK187-01
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

Stauere

14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. SEK187-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

*Discount is only for customers who use
the offer code versus the listed original Al DuUsINESS
Stauer.com price.

Rating of A+

California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding

any Southwestern home.” — PRWeb, 2017 Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product.

e 5" etched stainless steel blade; 9 1/2" overall length
e Turquoise-colored handle with accent stones including coral, marble, sandstone, tiger’s eye, jasper and sunstone
e Leather pouch included

Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.®
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Stolen Words

While in Texas, author Nelson Algren was a man with a thieving arm

BY CHRISTOPHER ADAMS

THE AWARD-WINNING author who would
go on to write the classic novel The Man
With the Golden Arm entered a building at
Sul Ross State Teachers College in Alpine
in early 1934 and made off with one of the
institution’s typewriters. The next morn-
ing, the thief hopped a train out of town.
Nelson Algren won the National Book
Award in 1950 for the aforementioned
novel and earned three O. Henry Awards
for his short stories, but the “poet of the
Chicago slums” found trouble in Texas
before achieving national literary acclaim.
Algren couldn’t find work in his home-
town of Chicago or anywhere else in
the greater Midwest during the Great
Depression and eventually traveled to
Texas to pack black-eyed peas and run a
Sinclair gas station between Rio Hondo

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

and Harlingen. But neither venture
provided Algren satisfactory income,
and he sought other opportunities in
the Rio Grande Valley.

“He crossed the border to Matamoros
and came back again, ate in missions,
slept in hobo jungles, lost in crap games,
rode in cattle or refrigerated boxcars,”
wrote author Bettina Drew in the intro-
duction to the book The Texas Stories
of Nelson Algren.

An exhausted Algren returned to
Chicago at the end 0f 1932 and, having
written a well-received short story, de-
cided that creative writing was his path
to fulfillment. He persuaded a New York
publisher to give him an advance for a
novel that was to be about the illusion
of the American dream and based on

FOOTNOTES IN TEXAS HISTORY

Nelson Algren
circa 1949.

his experiences in Texas.

“He saw a lot of poverty and contra-
dictions, such as poor whites who were
oppressed by the rich but took out their
anger on Mexicans and Blacks who were
even poorer and more oppressed,” Mary
Wisniewski, author of a 2016 Algren bi-
ography called Algren: A Life, explained
in an email.

Algren returned to Texas in September
1933 and made his way to Alpine to cre-
ate his crucial work. He convinced the
president of Sul Ross State Teachers
College (now Sul Ross State University)
that he was “a big-time New York writer,”
granting him access to the college’s type-
writers to draft his novel. However, his
advance hadn’t amounted to much,
and by January 1934, he was broke,
with an unfinished manuscript. He had
no choice but to return home, where
accessing a typewriter would be a real
challenge. So he stole one from Sul Ross.

“I think he just figured he needed the
typewriter more than the college did,
so he had a right to it,” Wisniewski said.

Algren fled Alpine on a freight train
but was subsequently caught and locked
up in the Brewster County jail. It proved
to be a temporary setback. He returned
to Chicago after his release and com-
pleted his first novel, Somebody in Boots,
about his experiences living in Texas.

And the typewriter? Algren left it at
an Alpine freight depot where it was to
be shipped to Chicago.

“The typewriter was not sent to
Chicago,” Wisniewski said. Its where-
abouts seem to be unknown. “Algren
had used it to write Somebody in Boots
while he was working at Alpine—but
didn’t finish it on that typewriter. He
had to finish it back in Chicago on
another machine.” @
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TCP KITCHEN

Kids Cooking

Youngsters in the kitchen help make family meals truly rewarding
BY MEGAN MYERS, FOOD EDITOR

I've encouraged my children to join me in the kitchen ever since they were
little. Cooking with kids requires extra patience but reaps rewards down the
line. Small children can practice mixing and measuring ingredients and
kneading dough, and older kids can learn how to chop and take charge of
the stove. Encouraging their efforts makes all the difference in kids' kitchen
success. My son adores meatballs, and this baked version keeps it simple.
Serve with your favorite pasta or just scoop onto slices of garlic bread.

Cheesy Baked Meatballs

1 pound ground beef

2 pound pork sausage

1egg

4 cup breadcrumbs

1 tablespoon tomato paste

1 tablespoon chopped parsley

1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
1 teaspoon onion powder

1 teaspoon garlic powder

1 teaspoon salt

/s teaspoon pepper

1 jar (24 ounces) marinara sauce
8 ounces fresh mozzarella slices

1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. In a large
bowl, crumble together beef and sausage.
Mix in egg, breadcrumbs, tomato paste,
parsley, Worcestershire sauce, onion
powder, garlic powder, salt and pepper.

2. Scoop out about 2 tablespoons of the
mixture and roll it into a ball with your
hands. Place in a 9-by-13-inch baking
dish and repeat until all of the mixture
has been used.

3. Bake 18-20 minutes, until cooked
through. Remove dish from oven and
pour marinara sauce into the pan over
the meatballs. Arrange mozzarella slices
between meatballs, breaking into smaller
pieces if needed.

4. Return to oven and bake an additional
10 minutes, until cheese is melted and
sauce is bubbly.

SERVES 6

WEB EXTRA Follow along with Megan =
Myers and her adventures in the kitchen at
stetted.com, where she features a recipe

for BBQ Pulled Pork Pizza.




RECIPE PHOTOS: MEGAN MYERS. WINNER PHOTO: COURTESY COOPER JOHNSON

Guacamole

IVAN REMLEY
BLUEBONNET EC

Adults can take care of the chopping
while little hands do the mashing and mix-
ing of this fresh guacamole. Don't limit
yourself to eating it with just chips or
tacos—lvan, 14, recommends serving
with fresh veggies such as sliced
radishes, carrots and cucumbers or even
kale chips.

2 onion, diced

2 Roma tomatoes, seeded and diced

/> jalapeiio pepper, seeded and minced
1 clove garlic, minced

Juice of 1-2 limes, divided use

/2 teaspoon salt, plus more to taste

3 avocados, divided use

1.In a large bowl, stir together the onion,
tomatoes, jalapefo, garlic, 1 tablespoon
lime juice and salt.

2. Slice two avocados in half lengthwise,
making one long cut around the pit. Sepa-
rate the halves and remove the pits. With
a spoon, scoop out the flesh and add to
the mixture in the bowl.

3. Mash and stir everything together, until
the ingredients are well combined.

4. Slice the third avocado lengthwise,
separate the halves and remove the pit.
With a small knife, cut the flesh into small
cubes. Scoop out the cubes and add
them to the bowl with the avocado mix-
ture. Add 1 tablespoon of lime juice and
fold the avocado cubes in just enough
for a slightly chunky texture.

5. Taste and adjust seasoning with lime
juice and salt as needed.

MAKES ABOUT 2 CUPS

MORE RECIPES >

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

$500 WINNER

Cooper's Bacon
Cheddar Chicken
Pasta

COOPER JOHNSON
BRYAN TEXAS UTILITIES

This family-friendly pasta
recipe is a great way to teach
older kids a variety of skills,
such as sautéing and creating
a simple cheese sauce.
Cooper, 12, recommends
adding chopped green onions
to serve along with the extra
bacon.

SERVES 6-8

1 pound pasta, any type

6 strips bacon, diced; divided use

1 pound boneless, skinless chicken
breasts; cut into 1-inch chunks

Salt and pepper, to taste

1 tablespoon butter

2 tablespoons flour

1 packet ranch dip mix

2 cups milk

12 cups shredded cheddar cheese

1. Cook pasta according to package
directions, drain and keep warm.

2. While pasta is cooking, cook bacon in
a large, deep-sided skillet over medium
heat until crisp, then remove and drain
on a paper towel. Drain all but one table-
spoon of bacon drippings from pan.

3. Season the chicken with salt and pep-
per. Add butter to the skillet with the
bacon drippings, stirring to melt, then add
chicken. Cook until tender and no longer
pink, 8-10 minutes.

4. Mix together flour and ranch dip mix, then
sprinkle evenly over the chicken and stir
to coat. Stir in the milk and cook, stirring
occasionally, until thickened and bubbly.

5. Stir in cheddar and half of the reserved
bacon, stirring to melt the cheese com-
pletely. Add the pasta and stir to mix well.
Serve with remaining bacon sprinkled

on top.

$500 Recipe Contest

SOUPS AND STEWS DUE AUGUST 10

Winter is the ideal time to cozy up to a warm bowl,
so we want your best soup and stew recipes.

The best reader recipe wins $500. Enter at
TexasCoopPower.com/contests by August 10.
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RECIPES CONTINUED

Texas-Style Chorizo Frittata

MATTHEW PENA
PEDERNALES EC

Breakfast for dinner is always a great
way to get kids involved in the kitchen.
Matthew, 16, came up with this recipe to
help out his parents on a busy day using
ingredients they already had in the fridge.

1 tablespoon olive oil
2 onion, chopped

12 cups chopped bell pepper

2 cloves garlic, minced

1 pound Mexican chorizo

9 eggs

1 cup shredded cheddar cheese
/s cup chopped parsley

2 teaspoon salt

2 teaspoon pepper

8 ounces Oaxaca cheese, sliced

OPTIONAL GARNISHES
Chopped parsley

Sour cream or Mexican crema
Sliced avocado

Pico de gallo

COOK's TIP For a spicier frittata, add sliced
jalapefos or hot sauce to the egg mixture
before baking.

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

2. Heat a 10-inch ovenproof skillet over
medium heat and add olive oil. Stirin
onion and bell pepper and sauté until
tender. Add garlic and cook an additional
3 minutes, stirring often to prevent garlic
from burning. Remove vegetables to a
bowl and set aside.

3. Crumble the chorizo into the skillet
and sauté until fully cooked, breaking up
any large chunks. Remove from heat and
drain excess oil if needed.

4. n a large bowl, whisk together eggs,
cheddar, parsley, salt and pepper. Add
egg mixture and sautéed vegetables to
the cooked chorizo in the skillet. Stir to
combine and distribute ingredients
evenly. Add Oaxaca cheese evenly on
top of frittata.

5. Place skillet in oven and bake 20 min-
utes, making sure the frittata has fully
set. Garnish with parsley, sour cream or
Mexican crema, sliced avocado, and pico
de gallo.

SERVES 6

WEB EXTRA We have more than 900
searchable recipes at TexasCoopPower.com.
You're sure to find others with which children
can lend a helping hand.

WANTED: DEMO HOMESITES FOR 2021 SEASON

Display This Maintenance-Free Pool And SAVE SS!
Call TODAY to Qualify for this Limited-Time Opportunity!

PRE-APPROVED

FINANCING
AVAILABLE!

WE CONSIDER

ANYTHING
ON TRADE!
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VISIT US ON THE WEB!
“ - WWW.SWIMTEXSUN.COM

STAYcation at Home in 202!

';%*f" | '8 ﬂ u'SWI MTEX (1-800-794-6839)

L4
#
A A tamily owned and operated Jexas Company since 1986.
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PRIDE OF TEXAS COIN SET ¢85

A STUNNING TRIBUTE g

TO THE LONE STAR STATE

From cowboy hats and cattle to stunning landscapes
and legendary heroes, they say everything is bigger
in Texas. The only thing larger than Texas itself is
the massive respect that its citizens hold for the
Lone Star State, and they’re not shy about letting
everyone know it!

To celebrate the tremendous pride that Texans feel
for their home state, we have created a brilliant
12-piece collection of 24k gold-layered coins.
Available exclusively from American Mint, the coins
in this limited-edition collection are minted to the
highest quality “Proof” standard and luxuriously
layered in 24k gold with full-color images of the
most recognizable symbols of Texas pride.

THE COINS IN THIS COLLECTION ARE:

¢ Highest minting o Strictly limited to only
quality “Proof” 9,999 complete sets
worldwide

¢ Luxuriously layered
in 24k gold

e Available exclusively
from American Mint

© 33 mm in diameter (1.3")

e Specially designed with
a full-color image of a
classic piece of Texas
history

¢ Presented together for the
first time as a complete
set in a specially fitted
wooden box

common reverse

 Call us toll-free at
877-807-MINT (6468)

* Mail in your completed e 2
P « Go to americanmint.com/801.0
to order: order form and payment oto 3

3 easy ways

dYeS' I want to order the Pride of Texas Coin Set (Item #987-111-3) —a $599
value — for just $99. I will be billed in 5 convenient monthly installments ]ust $19.80
each. My first ent is due with my order. Shipping and handling is FREE.
I will also receive a 2"-long vial of gold flakes absolutely FREE with my order!

PLEASE REMIT PAYMENT IN ORDER FOR SHIPMENT TO BE PROCESSED

Please charge my: [ | [] ] [ oscone

Credit Card

Number:

Card Valid
Through:

X

|:| Check / Money Order enclosed (made payable to American Mint)

Zip Code
American Mint Satisfaction Guarantee: All of our items are backed
by our unconditional satisfaction guarantee. If you are not completely
satisfied with your purchase, you may send it back within 90 days at
our cost for replacement, credit, or refund — no questions asked. For
questions, please contact us toll-free at 1-877-807-MINT.

Customer Number (if known)

Your Keycode:

801.03

Phone Number

AN Mail to:

PO. Box 10, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 All orders subject to applicable sales tax and acceptance by American Mint. ©2021 American Mint LLC




HIT THE ROAD

Head Honcho

The barbacoa at Vera's in Brownsville rises to the occasion

BY CHET GARNER

TO MANY TEXANS, Cabeza de Vaca was a Spanish explorer who ship-
wrecked near Galveston Island centuries ago. For folks in Brownsville,
cabeza de vaca (head of the cow) has a much tastier meaning. And you
won’t find a more authentic version of real-deal cow head barbacoa than
at Vera’s Backyard Bar-B-Que.

Before lunch, I asked owner Armando Vera for a look at his pit because
you can learn a lot about pit bosses by seeing the tools they use. Vera’s pit
was unlike anything I've seen. It’s literally a pit in the ground, about 4 feet
deep and full of blazing logs. It looked like a gateway to Hades.

Vera explained that an open pit is the traditional way to cook Mexican-
style barbacoa. An entire cow head is wrapped in foil, placed in a hole and
covered with burning logs for 10-12 hours. Vera’s is the only place in Texas
that still cooks barbacoa underground, the traditional way that Vera’s fa-
ther used when he started the business in 1955.

Even though I found the sight of the head to be less than appetizing, I
decided to judge the barbacoa with my mouth instead of my eyes. The
menu included almost every part of the head: lengua (tongue), ojos (eyes),
Jjeta (jaw) and cachete (cheek). I ordered a bit of everything, along with
homemade tortillas and salsa.

With each bite, the image of the full head faded, replaced by savory fla-
vors of perfectly smoked meat, tangy salsa and pillowy tortillas. The barba-
coa offers flavor, smoke and texture that you can’t get cooking it in an oven
or over a stove. The experience at Vera’s prompted me to do something I
never expected to do in my lifetime: I ordered a second helping of lengua. ®

ABOVE Chetisn't sure he sees eye to eye
with the cow head in front of him.

WEB EXTRA Chet finds that barbacoa,
much like his musings, is tongue in cheek
in his latest video. See all his Texplorations
on The Daytripper on PBS.
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COURTESY CHET GARNER

Know Before You Go

Call or check an event's website
for scheduling details.

AUGUST

04

05

06
07

South Padre Island [4-7]
U.S. Lifesaving Association
National Championship,
(956) 761-3000, sopadre.com

Levelland [5-8] SPOTC Dog
Agility Trials, (806) 894-4161,
malleteventcenter.com

Palestine [5, 7, 19-21, 26-28]
Palestine Diesel Roundtrip,
1-855-632-7729,
texasstaterailroad.net

South Padre Island [6-8]
Ladies Kingfish Tournament,
(956) 761-4412, sopadre.com

Bellville Farmers Market,
(979) 865-3407,
discoverbellville.com

Corpus Christi Summer
PolkaFest, (361) 215-9163,
facebook.com/chssouthtexas

Frankston Neches River
Wilderness Race,

(903) 245-9490,
necheswildernessrace.com

Graham Cars & Stars Car
Show, (940) 550-8468,
grahamcarsandstars.org

McKinney Sips of Summer,
(318) 527-9221,
mckinneysipandstroll.com

Palestine Dogwood Jam-
boree: If That Ain't Country,
(903) 723-6291,
dogwoodjamboree.com

Temple Dig It Family Day,
(254) 298-5378,
downtowntemple.com

Bandera [7, 14, 21, 28]
Cowboys On Main,

(830) 796-3045,
banderacowboycapital.com

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



09

12

13

14

Allen [7, 21, Sept. 4] Radha
Krishna Temple Chess
Club Tournaments,

(860) 605-3683,
radhakrishnatemple.net/
chess-tournament

Palestine [7, 14, 21, 28,
Sept. 4] Market Day,
(903) 723-3014,
visitpalestine.com

Palestine [7, Sept. 4]
Saturdays on Main,
(903) 723-3014,
visitpalestine.com

Palestine [9, 16, 23, 30,
Sept. 6] Trivia Night

at the Pint, (903) 723-3014,
visitpalestine.com

Palestine [12-14] Palestine
Steam Roundtrip,
1-855-632-7729,
texasstaterailroad.net

Addison [12, 26] Vitruvian
Nights Live, (972) 590-8866,
udr.com/vitruvian-park

San Antonio lliza Shlesinger,
(210) 223-8624,
tobincenter.org

South Padre Island [13-14]
Shallow Sport Owners
Tournament, (956) 761-3000,
shallowsporttournament.com

Fredericksburg [13-15,
20-22] Always ... Patsy
Cline, 1-888-669-7114,
fredericksburgtheater.org

Lake Jackson Farmers
Market, (281) 924-0596,
lakejacksonfarmersmarket.com

Leming Battle of Medina
Symposium, (830) 480-2741,
facebook.com/
atascosahistory

MORE EVENTS >

Submit Your Event

We pick events for the magazine directly
from TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your
October event online by August 10, and it
just might be featured in this calendar.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

=
BEST BUY WALK-IN TUBS

FEATURING "SEALTITE" TECHNOLOGY

% CELEBRATING 15 YEARS *

888-825-2362 www.bestbuywalkintubs.com

CALL US, DON'T WAIT ANOTHER DAY.

Enhance your quality of life with a Best Buy Walk-in
Tub. As the oldest manufacturer of walk-in tubs in
America, we've been setting the industry standard
for more than 15 years. Call us today to find the
perfect custom solution for you.

®

Visit our showroom at 311 Kings Plaza in Granbury. "™

WIN THE ULTIMATE
GRAPEVINE GETAWAY

Enter For A Chance To Stay & Play”
Two-night stay at Gaylord Texan® Resort (blackout dates apply)

Family 4-Pack to DFW Metroplex attractions:
SEA LIFE Grapevine Aquarium | Grapevine Escape | Six Flags® Over Texas
Tour of AT&T Stadium or Globe Life Field

*No purchase necessary. Must be at least 18 years old to enter.

IN GRAPEVINE

-

NOW THROUGH LABOR DAY

ENTER TODAY

TexasCoopPower.com/contests
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Never lose
electricity again!

Own the #1 brand in
home standby power.

8 out of 10 buyers choose Generac
Home Standby Generators to
automatically provide electricity

to their homes during power
outages. GENERAC Home Standby
Generators start at just $1,9997
CALL for FREE Generator

Buyer’s Guide and get...

| Limited Time BONUS OFFER! |
GENERAC @
— ]

*Price does not include installation.

e 300-894-8804

FreeGeneratorGuide.com

“Builtin the USA usin
‘domestic and foreign parts

Hit the Road
Event Calendar

Fairs, festivals, food
and family fun! Pick
your region. Pick your
month. Pick your event.

With hundreds of
events across Texas
listed every month,
TexasCoopPower.com
has something for you.

Plan now
TexasCoopPower.com/events
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AUGUST EVENTS CONTINUED
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Temple Farmers Market,
(254) 298-5378,
downtowntemple.com

New Braunfels [14-15]
Hill Country Comicon,
(830) 221-4011,
hillcountrycomicon.com 2 8
McKinney [14, 22] Zip

Line Day, (972) 562-5566,
heardmuseum.org/

ropescourse

Boerne [14, 28] Bluegrass
Jam, (210) 445-1080,
theagricultural.org/
bluegrass-jams

Crockett Exile,
(936) 544-4276, pwfaa.org

Fredericksburg [20-22]
Trade Days,

(210) 846-4094,
fbgtradedays.com

Ingram [20-22, 27-29;
Sept. 3-4] Nobody's
Perfect, (830) 367-5121,
hcaf.com

Arlington Chris Stapleton's
All-American Road

Show, (817) 533-1972,
arlington.org

Boerne Moondance
Outdoor Concerts:

Big Cedar Fever,

(830) 249-4616, cibolo.org

02

Palestine Summer Concert
Series: Carson Jeffrey,
(903) 724-4385,
visitpalestine.com

04

Castroville [21-22]
St. Louis Day,
(830) 931-2826,
saintlouisday.com

Kerrville Symphony of
the Hills: Homecoming,
(830) 792-7469,

symphonyofthehills.org

05

Fredericksburg [26-29]
Gillespie County Fair,
(830) 997-2359,
gillespiefair.com

Stonewall Commemoration
of Lyndon Johnson's
Birthday, (830) 868-7128,
nps.gov/lyjo

Tyler [27-29] Texas
Rose Breed Horse
Show, (903) 882-8696,
texasrosehorsepark.com

Austin Bat Fest,
(512) 441-9015,
roadwayevents.com/
event/bat-fest

Brenham Lee Greenwood,
(979) 337-7240,
thebarnhillcenter.com/events

Bryan BCS Library
Friends Book Sale
for Young Readers,
(979) 209-5600,
friendsbcs.org

Columbus Country
Market, (979) 732-8385,
columbusfmtx.org

Lakehills Last Saturday
Market, (254) 979-1073,
lakehillssaturdaymarket.com

Waco Karem Classics Car
Show, (254) 855-3722,
karemshriners.com

SEPTEMBER

La Grange Fayette County
Fair, (979) 968-3911,
fayettecountyfair.org

Driftwood Sip & Stroll,
(713) 299-1728,
sunrisebeachvfd.org

Bulverde [4, 11, 18, 25,
Oct. 2] Saturday Night
Rodeo, (830) 980-2226,
tejasrodeo.com

New Berlin Sausage
Festival, (210) 343-9570,
facebook.com/
nbtxsausagefest
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CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE
PAUL HOLLAND
PEDERNALES EC

James Hinkley, an artist
and longtime resident of
the Panhandle who now
lives in Leander.

PATSI TINDEL

LAMAR ELECTRIC

"This gentle giant is
known for his outstand-
ing barbecue.”

MICHELE TECH

UNITED COOPERATIVE
SERVICES

"We never miss a chance
to stop in Luckenbach.
Life is good there.”

JANA SIMMONS
JASPER-NEWTON EC
"Hayes Knudsen loves
his chickens and finally
gotone.”

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Portraits

[ 22

Upcoming Contests

DUE AUG 10 Bridges
pue sep 10 Fired Up!
pue ocT 10 Public Art

Enter online at TexasCoopPower.com/contests.

WEB EXTRA See Focus on Texas on our
website for more Portraits photos from readers.

FOCUS ON TEXAS

Deep lines and wrinkles tell a person'’s story, but

a twinkle of the eye or sly smile makes us wonder
what more there is to tell. Whether carefully posed
or caught spontaneously, these Texans have great
heads on their shoulders.

BY GRACE FULTZ
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Pools in
the Pasture

Summers on a ranch promise
swimming in stock tanks

BY BRENDA KISSKO
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WHEN YOU GROW UP on a ranch in West
Texas, you learn early about the finer
things in life. You eat oysters (of the
mountain variety), you hire a full-time
lawn service to maintain every acre of
your spread (some call it grazing cattle),
and you even get your own pair of jeans
with free designer rips. And of course,
dahling, we always had a pool.

Granted, the cows thought those live-
stock tanks were for them, but I believed
my dad put those tanks all over the ranch
just so us girls could take our pick of
swimming locations for the day. The
water was always ice cold and as pure as
it comes, straight from the ground. If we
were thirsty, we’d just stick our tongue
under the fill pipe for a gulp of goodness
straight from God to our mouths. I swear
it was better than Fiji Water or Topo Chico.

That’s how we spent our summers,
my mom, sister and I—with the pickup
backed up to a stock tank, pulp fiction
in hand, George Strait serenading us
from the stereo speakers. No sunscreen
allowed because cows don’t really like
drinking oxybenzone. Any time we had
aslumber party, swimming was on the
agenda, followed by rolling in a huge
pile of cottonseed.

If the tank hadn’t been cleaned out
in a while, we’d just grab chunks of the
moss (picture the Grinch’s snot) and
throw it to the ground below. Totally
cool. But not if you tried to do a hand-
stand and came up with it all over your
face. Gross.

My favorite tank—I mean pool—was
at my grandparents’ ranch. My aunt
freed her pet goldfish in it before going
off to college at Texas Tech, and—no
kidding—those suckers grew to be a foot
long and multiplied like rabbits. All us
grandkids loved learning to swim there,
racing from side to side and seeing
who could catch the most fish with our
hands. I'm sure their great-great-great-
grand-fishes are still swimming around
in the tank today.

1 think Kevin Bacon did his part to
bring tank swimming back in style. In
I Love Dick, an Amazon series set in
Marfa (another one of my favorite
places), he ends the pilot episode with
a skinny-dip in a tank with a gorgeous
view of the mountains. That’s some
good living right there.

As I’'m writing this, I'm trying to
remember the last time I swam in a live-
stock tank. Sure, I've done rooftop pools,
lazy rivers and hot tubs right off the ski
slope, but it’s been far too long since that
good old-fashioned, back-to-my-roots
dunk in a redneck infinity pool. Good
thing summer’s not quite over. @
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BY THIS TIME TONIGHT
This Could Be Your New Bathroom

TONIGHT 4:00 PM

CALL NOW FOR

g E

Safety Upgrade* «
($599 value)

ONE-DAY

No Mess
Installation!

Fits Your Existing Tub Space

TODAY 7: oo AM M Incredible Financing!  Give us A DAY and we'll give you a new
EERE beautiful shower with luxurious new fixtures

M Lifetime Warranty! in your choice of colors and styles -
' installed by experts at a price you can
M Full Senior Discount!  afford. satisfaction guaranteed. Call us

today! Enjoy your new shower TONIGHT!

These Great Incentives *with purchase of any complete bath or shower system

Expire Soon % BATHWRAPS
SO CALL NOW!  soosesssermriincisones™

(if appli cable) Bathwraps dealer in you rarea

all Now For afe rade Package!
CALL NOW! 1 sss8-571- 3"352 @

www.BathinOneDay.com

Or VISIt us onllne for detalls State licenses for authorized dealers available at www.BathinOneDay.com




GetTV.

$ Get $100.
Add Internet.
Get $200.

Visa® Prepaid Card
234 S5L78 9012 34H5E

Save a Bundle
Gift Card END 01l/25
Mention code Card100 when you order TV only. i V’SA

Mention code Card200 when you order both TV and internet services.
Courtesa/ of GoDISH.com with activation, certain conditions apply. ——
. Free $200 VISA Gift Card when you order a qualifying service (premium customer qualification only).

99 Add Internet!

month

7Blazing-Fas

2-YEARTV PRICE LOCK! I nterne

It’s All Included!

« Includes 190 Channels with Locals
« Includes Hopper Smart HD DVR forinternet per

month

Mop,
for Interne[;h

« Includes HD Programming

« Includes One TV, Add More for $5/ea. « Speeds from 25Mbps-1 Gbps

V Includes Voice Remote Requires internet connected Hopper. ° o Matter Where You Live
\"A B ] ° ° °
@ Fox ecBs ¢ @ =5riip. | o Now with Unlimited Data!

. \ore!
Drcovery LS R [awc] HGIV Save up to $20/month!*

|
(]
Prem I u m After 3 mos. you *$ off discount offers vary by service address. TV service not required for Internet. Speeds
will be bille and prices vary by provider. Call for details or visit godish.com/internet
$30/mo unless
a n n e s you call to cancel.
iSe Habla

godish.com/pricelock O,

- Fully Integrated - Espaiiol!
| ETFLIX | =255 | g dpésh,u

Netflix subscripti ired.
etfibxsubscription require Mon-Fri: 7am-10pm - Sat: 7am-9pm « Sun: 10am-7pm Central Time Authorized Retailer

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only. Important Terms and Conditions:

Qualification: Advertised price requires credit qualification and 24-month commitment. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit qualification. Offer ends
11/15/21. 2-Year Commitment: Early termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $64.99 advertised price: America's Top 120
programming package, local channels, HD service fees, and Hopper Duo Smart DVR %r 1 TV. Included in 2-year price guarantee for additional cost: Programming package upgrades
($79.99 for AT120+, $89.99 for AT200, $99.99 for AT250), monthly fees for upgraded or additional receivers ($5-$7 per additional TV, receivers with additional funct'\onaﬁty may be $10-$15).
Regional Sports: RSN Surcharge up to $3/mo. applies to AT120+ and higher packages and varies based on location. NOT included in 2-year price guarantee or advertised price (and
subject to change): Taxes & surcharges, add-on programming (including premium channels), DISH Protect, and transactional fees. Premium Channels: 3 Mos. Free: After 3 mos., you will be
billed $30/mo. for Showtime, Starz, and DISH Movie Pack unless you call or go online to cancel. Remote: The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires internet-connected
Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature. The Google Assistant Smart Home features require Google account and compatible devices.
Google is a trademark of Google LLC. Other: Netflix streaming membership required. All packages, programming, features, and functionality and all prices and fees not included in price
lock are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos.,, if selected, you will be billed $9.99/mo. for DISH Protect Silver unless you call to cancel. After 2 years, then-current everyday prices for all
services apply. For business customers, additional monthly fees may apply. Free standard professional installation only. Indiana C.P.D Reg. No. - 19-08615. ©2021 GoDISH.com. All rights reserved.
Internet speeds, prices, and providers vary by customer address. $40 price refers to widely available plan from multiple providers. Restrictions apply. Nationwide availability of 25 Mbps plan
is subject to change without notice. The application of “Unlimited Data with no Hard Data Limits” varies by provider, but commonly mean that youraccess to the internet will not be stopped
by going over a data limit, but that speeds may be lowered. Call for details. Internet not provided by DISH and will be billed separately.



